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lETTER fROm ThE EDITOR ALINE
  MAGAZINEWhen I first arrived on campus a year and a half ago, all I wanted to do was write 

for the Asian American publication in Syracuse. Having spent all my life on 
the streets of New York City, witnessing injustice after injustice, I was looking 

for a space where I could tell these stories of racial inequality and our endless fight for 
acceptance. My parents spent a better part of their lives navigating a world that told them 
that they were strangers, that they should go back to where they came from. My brothers 
and I grew up with racial epithets like “chink” shouted at us in school and our ethnic 
food mocked in the cafeteria. I grew up struggling to find my identity, wondering if I 
even belonged here, as if being Asian in America meant you had to prove your worth. 

All that anger grew into passion. My quest for social justice started in the humble 
streets of Chinatown and took me to Syracuse, where the Asian and Asian American 
community is still finding its place in a privileged institution. A-Line, and by extension 
ASIA, became a place where I could discuss and write about issues I cared about deeply. 
It became the haven where I could share my experiences and my pains, and people could 
relate. Part of the reason why A-Line is so important to me is that these experiences are 
not uniquely my own; other students have struggled with issues of race, class, gender, 
religion, sexuality and so many other components of identity. 

So when tapped to lead A-Line, I was bursting with excitement about the stories we 
would tell. And I was not disappointed. In this issue, you will find articles about the 
growing power and influence of Asian Americans. You will read about 2012 as a special 
year for Asian American politics, as we achieved a major milestone by electing the most 
Asian Americans to Congress ever. As we mourn influential Hawaiian Senator Daniel 
Inouye’s passing, we can proudly hold our heads high and say that we are a voting bloc 
that should not be messed with. And we are changing the conversation about important 
issues like immigration reform, representation in media and human rights to ensure that 
we have a seat at the table too.

I am also thrilled that Syracuse had the privilege of hearing the Dalai Lama speak and 
advocate for peace at a time of political unrest and violence. We need peace now more 
than ever. 

I am forever grateful to my hardworking staff, editors, writers and art team. They have 
endeavored to make the magazine the best it can be, and I am excited for what we can 
still accomplish. I have to give my sincere appreciation to three people: Josh, who has 
guided me through this entire process, Nicole, who has been patient with my mistakes 
and Tao, who has shown exceptional leadership and talent. They have upped the level of 
quality this publication boasts so proudly. 

Finally, I want to apologize for the lateness of our release. This past semester has been 
one of unprecedented obstacles and I bear the brunt of the blame. Our readers should 
never accept anything less than perfection and that includes publishing on time. For that, 
I am sorry. 

Nevertheless, I hope you enjoy A-Line for it truly is: a collection of shared stories that 
represent the Asian American voice on campus. Read it. Share it. If you’re inspired, come 
join us and help create another great issue we can all be proud of. 

Benjamin Fang
Editor-in-Chief
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examining 
election 

2012

Breaking Down the APIA Vote

The President of the Pacific Rim:
A-Line editor Josh Lee predicts the hoopla surrounding America’s first Asian president.

Art by Robert Sack

While pundits were talking about 
the importance of the Hispanic 
vote, few were paying attention 

to the group The Atlantic called 2012’s 
stealth swing vote—Asian Pacific Islander 
Americans (APIA). Since 1996, the APIA 
electorate has grown by 128 percent, the 
fastest growing group in the United States. 
Since the 2008 presidential election, the 
APIA share of the general electorate also 
increased from 2 to 3 percent. Although 
the APIA vote would not have swung the 
election for either party, these 2012 exit 
polls show a clear indication that Asian 
Pacific Islander Americans are political 
forces to be reckoned with.  

A whopping 77 percent of all Asian 
Pacific Islander Americans who voted in 
this election voted for President Barack 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK—The confetti 
of a presidential victory danced in Times 
Square. And on a wintry November night, the 
scrolling text of the ABC News Ticker and the 
electric billboards above the titans of retail 
read in unison: Congratulations Frank Oh. 
New Yorker and 47th President of the United 
States.

Born in the Queens suburb of Astoria,his 
home of 20 years in Astoria’s historic 
Steinway Street laid adjacent to the Astoria 
Laundromat Oh’s father would eventually 
come to own after 15 years as a night-
shift employee. His political ascension is 
often credited with his acceptance into 
the prestigious Stuyvesant High School at 
14 and the harrowing death of his father, 
Marshall, to whom Oh would later dedicate 
his mayorship of New York. 

Oh joins the brotherhood of modern 
presidents spearheaded by former President 
Obama—replacing the stoicism of presidents 
in oil paintings with the ever-dubious and 
magnanimous grin tailor-made for covers 
of Rolling Stones and Twitter-feeds. This 
smile has long been an effective tool to 
punctuate disrespect during the presidential 
debates and would serve as the crux of some 
attack ads. As the timing of the debates 
and China’s recent economic thumping 
of American goods coincided, industrialist 
and presidential hopeful, Donald Trump, 
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examining 
election 

2012

Breaking Down the APIA Vote
asian americans are quickly becoming a voting demographic to be reckoned with.

The President of the Pacific Rim:
A-Line editor Josh Lee predicts the hoopla surrounding America’s first Asian president.

Art by Robert Sack

While pundits were talking about 
the importance of the Hispanic 
vote, few were paying attention 

to the group The Atlantic called 2012’s 
stealth swing vote—Asian Pacific Islander 
Americans (APIA). Since 1996, the APIA 
electorate has grown by 128 percent, the 
fastest growing group in the United States. 
Since the 2008 presidential election, the 
APIA share of the general electorate also 
increased from 2 to 3 percent. Although 
the APIA vote would not have swung the 
election for either party, these 2012 exit 
polls show a clear indication that Asian 
Pacific Islander Americans are political 
forces to be reckoned with.  

A whopping 77 percent of all Asian 
Pacific Islander Americans who voted in 
this election voted for President Barack 

Obama. However, when the data were 
broken down, the results were shocking. 
Out of all APIAs who identified with a 
party, 57 percent of them were Democrats, 
14 percent were Republicans and 2 percent 
were in other parties. 13 percent of APIA 
Republicans crossed over to support the 
president and an incredible 73 percent of 
undecided voters chose the president as 
well. The number of APIAs in key states 
like Nevada (7.7 percent), Virginia (5.8 
percent) and Florida (2.6 percent) also 
contributed to President Obama’s lopsided 
victory. 

Issues played a large role in how the 
APIA community voted. Like the rest of 
the country, the economy was the number 
one concern for APIA voters. Healthcare, 
education, civil and immigration rights 

and women’s issues rounded out the top 
five. Mitt Romney won over APIA voters 
who were mostly concerned with the 
economy, but only by a small margin. 
Furthermore, the president’s legislative 
agenda, from the Affordable Care Act 
to the Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals, helped reinforce his favorability 
amongst the APIA voters. Obama For 
America’s massive outreach initiative 
brought in a large number of first time 
voters, 27 percent, who largely voted for 
the President. 

This election finally allowed the Asian 
Pacific Islander American community 
to be players on the political stage. 2012 
hopefully marks the last time politicos will 
overlook the APIA vote. 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK—The confetti 
of a presidential victory danced in Times 
Square. And on a wintry November night, the 
scrolling text of the ABC News Ticker and the 
electric billboards above the titans of retail 
read in unison: Congratulations Frank Oh. 
New Yorker and 47th President of the United 
States.

Born in the Queens suburb of Astoria,his 
home of 20 years in Astoria’s historic 
Steinway Street laid adjacent to the Astoria 
Laundromat Oh’s father would eventually 
come to own after 15 years as a night-
shift employee. His political ascension is 
often credited with his acceptance into 
the prestigious Stuyvesant High School at 
14 and the harrowing death of his father, 
Marshall, to whom Oh would later dedicate 
his mayorship of New York. 

Oh joins the brotherhood of modern 
presidents spearheaded by former President 
Obama—replacing the stoicism of presidents 
in oil paintings with the ever-dubious and 
magnanimous grin tailor-made for covers 
of Rolling Stones and Twitter-feeds. This 
smile has long been an effective tool to 
punctuate disrespect during the presidential 
debates and would serve as the crux of some 
attack ads. As the timing of the debates 
and China’s recent economic thumping 
of American goods coincided, industrialist 
and presidential hopeful, Donald Trump, 

ran ads framed against the President-
elect, where clips of Oh’s tendency to smile 
and momentarily shift his pupils while 
meeting and greeting people at his rallies 
as a disingenuous sign—an alternate 
agenda. “This Slippery Slope” became a 
phrase of infamy when a camera phone 
caught Trump referring to Oh in a closed-
door fundraiser dinner. This would lead to 
the 8000-word-piece in the New Yorker 
dissecting a candidate’s face to see if it is to 
be considered “presidential” enough for the 
American public. 

A more volatile uproar was heard when 
Oh met and exchanged bows with President 
of China, Fang Bin Jin. A similar, yet less 
severe reaction was found when Oh was seen 
bowing to the South Korean president in a 
visit to his ancestral homeland in 2014. The 
formal greeting with Fang inspired a mass 
study of Asian culture from major networks 
from all sides to accompany expanding 
Asian American Studies programs in 
universities nationwide. Many asked, “Is the 
very act of bowing, one centered in respect 
and submission, too much to give to a 
president of a rival nation?” CNN answered 
the call with a thorough graphic that clearly 
displayed that the angle Oh bowed at was 
a more nuanced 40 degrees, as opposed to 
the traditional 90 degrees shown in familial 
solidarity. CNN’s comprehensive coverage 

of “Bowgate” only enlivened a discussion 
about origin and cultures, as Oh would be a 
president whose most basic identity would 
already serve to bridge two dominant, 
diverse cultures. Oh would become the first 
man with real claim to be the President of 
the Pacific Rim. 

Former President Obama is often invoked 
by critics of Oh’s candidacy: his willingness 
to play the identity politics gambit as an 
effective but alienating way to win an 
election, but while Oh shares in President 
Obama’s identity as an American President 
of color, he does not share the bitter 
revilement President Obama experienced 
from the Republicans of 2012. Oh’s most 
powerful presidential ability has always 
been choosing his political battles wisely. 
Acting as steward of the most diverse 
city in the world will undoubtedly lead to 
offending groups of people. Oh’s deeply 
religious views might guide his actions, but 
the consummate politician has always had 
a knack for exemplifying the progressive 
tolerance the eclectic personality the city is 
known to produce.

In the end, the candidate with the 
savvy born for politics with a background 
exemplifying an American dream was forged 
and finally adorned in the limelight only New 
York could produce. 

Text by Vincent Fang
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They could be your friends, 
classmates, neighbors, relatives or 
anybody else you’ve come across 

in your life, except one crucial distinction 
– they can be deported at any moment. 
They are undocumented immigrants and 
they can be in class with you one day and 
gone the next. This tears families apart and 
creates a potent life of anxiety mixed with 
constant fear. 

On December 18, 2010, H.R. 5281, 
more commonly known as the DREAM 
Act, failed to muster the 60 Senate votes 
needed to advance toward a vote for or 
against its passage. The DREAM Act would 
create an opportunity for citizenship for 
undocumented young adults under the 
age of 30, who arrived before the age of 
16, through attending college or serving 
for the U.S. military for two years. There 
is a $525 processing fee and an additional 
$2,000 five years afterwards – no doubt a 
cost that is unaffordable to many.  

Two years later, President Barack 
Obama seeks to remind his Hispanic 
constituents that he has not forgotten 
about them by issuing a new deferred 
action policy this past June for 
undocumented individuals. Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, 
is estimated to affect up to 1.8 million 
eligible candidates. The policy potentially 
offers a two-year, renewable reprieve from 
deportation for undocumented individuals 
who entered the U.S. under the age of 16 
and are currently under 31. They must 
also have residency in the United States 
for five consecutive years, be in good 
legal standing and currently enrolled in 
school, earned a high school diploma or 
equivalent, or served in the military. 

Deferred action means the immigration 
enforcement agencies will exercise 
discretion in pursuing actions to remove 
an individual from the country if they 
meet the qualifications. Furthermore, these 
individuals would be allowed to work 
during the deferred action period if they 

“demonstrate an economic necessity for 
employment.” However, the most pressing 
concern is that this policy does not provide 
amnesty for unauthorized entry into 
the United States or a pathway towards 
citizenship. Additionally, deferred action 
can end by the choice of law enforcement 
agencies at any given time. 

In 2011, the Department of Homeland 
Security apprehended 642,000 foreign 
nationals—a number close to the 
population of Boston. Jose Perez, a cum 
laude graduate of Syracuse College of 
Law, practices law related to immigration 
policy and more. He works in his own 
law firm in Syracuse. According to 
Perez, DACA is by far no means to a 
permanent solution and does not resolve 
the undocumented issue. There is no 
formal apparatus for denied applicants to 
appeal and is purely discretionary from 
the enforcement officer. The DACA policy 
can be overturned by the administration 
any moment, regardless of the political 
party in office. This is troubling for 
applicants who may have submitted their 
whereabouts and information that could 
lead to their removal, if the policy is 
overturned. This fear is evident based on 
the 120,000 applications that were filed 
compared to the expected 1.5 million. As 
of now, only 4,000 applications have been 
are approved—30 of which were sent in 
by Perez himself. He says that although 

both political parties agree that urgent, 
comprehensive immigration reform is 
needed, the current system is woefully 
inadequate to meet to realities of our 
times. 

The partisan politics of Washington 
have also played a role in the lack of 
plausible and constructive solutions to 

immigration policy. Republicans believe 
borders need to be strengthened and 
the U.S. should deny further entry for 
immigrants. Democratic policies deviate 
a little more since many want to develop a 
plan for documentation. New legislation 
to address this issue is anticipated, but 
on the grounds of adding jobs due to the 
current state of the economy. The inability 
to pass the DREAM Act is estimated 
to cost the government $2.3 billion in 
taxed-based revenue, which would have 
reduced deficits by $1.4 billion over the 
next decade. Ultimately, compromise 
between the two parties and results will 
remain elusive until the narrative of the 
immigration issue has been humanized. 

This direction has offered some hope, 
as more and more advocates speak up 
for comprehensive immigration reform. 
One individual among advocates is Jose 
Antonio Vargas, a Filipino American 
journalist who grew up in the United 
States. Vargas has worked for The 
Washington Post and The Huffington Post. 
Vargas contributed to the Washington 

The president’s undocumented americans
Obama’s new immigration policy explained. Text by Harris Leung

Although both political parties agree that urgent, 
comprehensive immigration reform is needed, the 
current system is woefully inadequate to meet to 
realities of our times. 
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The president’s undocumented americans
Obama’s new immigration policy explained. Text by Harris Leung

What did you do on June 15, 2012?
For many undocumented immigrants 

and immigrant rights advocates, June 15 
was a special day. I remember listening 
to President Obama’s speech on the 
new prosecutorial discretion provision 
through my iPhone. Once the speech was 
over, I had a flood of emails, calls and 
text messages from different members 
of the community, wondering what 
this meant for undocumented young 
people. And mind you that the term is 
undocumented immigrants, not illegal 
immigrants—undocumented immigration 
is a civil offense, not a criminal one, and 
using the word “illegal” criminalizes and 
dehumanizes a whole population. 

So, what does the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) mean for 
undocumented immigrants? 

As a qualifying undocumented 
immigrant, I believe this opens new doors 
for young folks, if granted, to gain access 
to opportunities we did not have prior to 
this announcement. We can obtain a work 
permit and legally obtain a job without 
facing worker discrimination or unfair pay. 
We can put our degrees to use and not 
be restrained to minimum pay jobs. We 
can obtain driver licenses in most states, 
while some like Arizona and Mississippi 
have already taken preventative measures 
to restrict driving privileges for granted 
applicants. When an individual is restricted 
to public transportation, it severely limits 
social and professional capacities. One of 
the key components of deferred action is 

that it can temporarily protect granted 
applicants from risk of deportation. 

Well, sort of.  
The key language of the Deferred 

Action policy is that it is discretionary. 
This means that the Department of 
Homeland Security and U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services can deny an 
application even if it clearly meets the 
eligibility criteria. There is no impartial 
adjudicator and no right to meaningful 
review for the decision-making process. 
This means that if an individual is rejected, 
there is no appeal process. What a lot of 
people overlook is that granted deferred 
action status can be terminated at any 
time without justification or review. 

The announcement of deferred action 
was inviting but it is all too temporary. 
It does not grant us any pathway to 
legalization or citizenship. This is not 
amnesty. In fact, it’s far from amnesty. 
This is not an executive order; everything 
is discretionary. It does not guarantee our 
protection from deportation, as it can be 
terminated at any time. And it only lasts 
two years. The policy allows us to drive 
and obtain a job for two years, but what 
happens after that? This announcement is 
just a Band-Aid to the growing concern of 
U.S immigration policy. 

When people ask me if I applied, I am 
more inclined to explain the implications 
of the announcement before answering. 
The widespread misinformation and 
misunderstanding of the deferred action 
announcement by President Obama has 

pushed the topic of immigration back 
into the closet. The larger public believes 
that the broken immigration system 
was somehow addressed through this 
announcement. 

Yes, I have recently applied after saving 
up the expensive $465 application fee. 
No, I haven’t heard back but I know that 
there is still chance of my application 
being denied, even though I meet all 
the requirements. Yes, I will have new 
opportunities, like being able to financially 
aid my parents. If granted, work-study 
programs or internships will then become 
an option for me. 

But this does not address my biggest 
concerns. The fight for comprehensive 
immigration reform is not over. 

Deferred action provides a stepping-
stone in addressing the larger 
immigration debate. However, it only 
remains at that unless there is a 
consistent push for change. The topic 
of immigration is often times hidden 
behind a veil. There are a lot of myths 
and misinformation about undocumented 
immigrants shadowing the underlying 
issues.  

So, I urge you: before jumping to rash 
conclusions based on limited facts about 
immigration, research more and ask 
constructive questions about the rising 
issue of immigration and what deferred 
action actually means to undocumented 
young people. 

— Keish Kim

a DREamer’s perspective:

Post’s coverage of the Virginia Tech 
shootings, which won a Pulitzer Prize in 
2008. In June 2011, Vargas published an 
essay in The New York Times declaring 
that he was an undocumented immigrant. 
He hoped his story—growing up in 
the United States, not knowing he was 

an undocumented immigrant and 
the constant anxiety and paranoia 
of deportation—would demonstrate 
how a broken system has affected his 
life. He hoped to dispel myths about 
undocumented immigrants as parasites of 
the economy and to advocate for a pathway 

to citizenship for children who grew up 
with similar stories. Like many others, 
Vargas remains in the United States, free, 
continuing the steady drumbeat for reform 
and gaining more advocates with each 
passing day. 
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Staff Sergeant Andrew Van Bockel breathed 
a sigh of relief when he walked out of Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina on November 21, 2012. 

He was convicted of hazing, dereliction of duty 
and maltreatment. Van Bockel was sentenced to a 
reprimand, reduction of two levels in rank and 60 days 
of hard labor—45 of which were already served in pre-
trial. This was the seventh and latest trial in the case 
of Private Danny Chen’s death. The six soldiers who 
stood trial before had similar sentences—a reprimand, 
a reduction in rank, a fine and/or hard labor. Many 
Asian Americans, from elected officials to community 
members, are disappointed in the leniency of the 
sentences. The Asian American community’s hope 
for justice seems bleak with one more soldier to stand 
trial. 

On October 3, 2012, three soldiers knocked on the 
Chen family’s apartment in Chinatown, New York. 
Su Zhen Chen opened the door to be informed that 
her 19-year-old son, Pvt. Danny Chen, was dead. 
Pvt. Chen, who was stationed in Kandahar Province, 
Afghanistan, was found in an isolated base with a 
self-inflicted gunshot wound to the head. Mr. and 
Mrs. Chen were stunned. During basic training, they 

corresponded with their son regularly. Pvt. Chen 
would write, telling his parents that even though 
things were difficult, he had no regrets and “I love 
this place.” When Pvt. Chen was not picked to go to 
Afghanistan the first time around, he wrote that he 
was upset because he was ready to go. Once he was 
deployed, the letters came less frequently. When Pvt. 
Chen was able to get a phone call in for five minutes, 
he told his parents things were hard in Afghanistan 
but it was what he signed up for. Days following Pvt. 
Chen’s death, details emerged about the suicide that 
court martialed Sgt. Adam Holcomb, an officer and 
seven enlisted men, including Staff Sgt. Bockel. 

The trials began with Sgt. Holcomb in Fort Bragg, 
NC. Like civilian trials, the purpose of a court martial 
is to see whether the eight soldiers were guilty of their 
charges, which included involuntary manslaughter, 
negligent homicide, maltreatment and hazing. The 
difference in a court martial is that the prosecution 
and defense attorneys are provided by the military. 
The juries are also service members as well. The judge 
is a commanding officer and sentences must be under 
the Manual for Courts-Martial. In other words, the 
trials of the eight officers are based on different rules. 

who

is
Text by Vincent Fang

Art by Taolun Guo

Danny Chen?
One soldier’s 

apparent 
suicide 

galvanizes a 
community 

to action, 
demanding 

justice.
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Since the trials began in August, this 
much is clear: Pvt. Chen was bullied and 
tormented throughout his short tenure in 
Kandahar Province, Afghanistan. The eight 
soldiers, who were all superior in rank, 
singled out the only Chinese American 
soldier in the 1st Brigade, 25th Infantry 
Division from Ft. Wainwright, Alaska. 
They forced him to do sprints while 
carrying sandbags. They had him crawl 
on gravel-covered ground while rocks 
were flung at him to simulate artillery. In 
addition, his superiors shouted racial slurs 
at him like gook, chink and dragon lady. 
He was even forced to shout instructions 
at his fellow soldiers in Chinese. The most 
severe punishment was given when Pvt. 
Chen forgot to turn off the water pump. 
He was dragged across the ground until 
his back bled. The Defense called this 
“corrective training.” Apparently, Pvt. Chen 
was unfit for duty and therefore, needed 
excessive physical exercise. It was up to 
the commanding officer to decide whether 
Pvt. Chen was enduring exercise or hazing. 
The Defense also stated that the corrective 
training was no harsher than other 
trainings soldiers had to go through. They 
went on to say that it was not the strenuous 
exercises or the slurs that pushed Danny to 
commit suicide; it was Pvt. Chen’s parents 
who supposedly disowned him, according 
to soldiers he confided in.  

The room in Fort Bragg was packed 

with reporters, community members, 
Danny Chen’s family and supporters 
attending the trial. As each verdict was 
handed down, community members, 
family and supporters felt pangs of anger, 
despair and hopelessness. The sentences 
were light. None of the soldiers charged, 
including Sgt. Holcomb, were given jail 
time or a discharge. Liz OuYang, president 
of Organization of Chinese Americans 
New York (OCA-NY), a Chinatown-
based group that was deeply involved in 
advocating justice for Danny Chen, said, 
“The sentence […] is hardly equal with 
Danny Chen’s life.” 

Danny Chen’s suicide was not an 
isolated case. There have been several 
other incidents of harassment targeting 
soldiers who are different, due to region 
of origin, physical capabilities or race. On 
January 1, 2010, Army Specialist Brushaun 
Anderson, one of the few African 

Americans in his unit, committed suicide 
because of mistreatment and harassment 
by his superiors. Similarly, Lance Corporal 
Harry Lew, the nephew of Representative 
Judy Chu (D-CA), was punched, kicked 
and forced to dig a foxhole for no purpose 
other than punishment. Lew shot himself 
in the same foxhole, inflicting the ultimate 
punishment himself.  

In light of these suicides, members of 
Congress, including Rep. Chu, passed 
the National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA), which includes hazing 
prevention policies in the military. 
Furthermore, the Congressional Tri-
Caucus has sent letters to the House 
Armed Services Committee to call for 
action to prevent further hazing incidents. 
Rep. Chu, chair of the Congressional 
Asian Pacific American Caucus (CAPAC), 
one of the Tri-Caucus, emphasized the 
need for reform because “U.S. soldiers 
who put their lives on the line to fight for 
and protect our country should never be 
treated this way.” 

While members of Congress are 
working hard to change things from 
within, the Asian American community 
must come together to keep Congress’s 
sights on reforming the military’s anti-
hazing policies. This incident could have 
happened to anyone. We must continue to 
fight and keep Danny Chen’s story in our 
hearts. 

[Pvt. Chen] was dragged 
across the ground 
until his back bled. The 
Defense called this 
“corrective training.”

Danny Chen?
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Full Name: Grace Meng 
Candidate: Democratic for U.S. House – District 6
Current Office: NYS Assembly – District 22 

Born and raised in Queens, New York, Grace Meng 
graduated from Stuyvesant High School, has a 
B.A. from the University of Michigan and a J.D. 

from Yeshiva University’s Benjamin N. Cardozo School 
of Law. After passing the bar exam, she started her legal 
career as a public advocacy attorney. Meng made Partner 
at Yoon & Kim LLP while doing pro bono legal work for 
Sanctuary for Families, a domestic violence legal service 
provider. Her involvement in her community—which 
includes creating Friends of the Community Unite 
& Serve (F.O.C.U.S.), being president of the Queens 
Chinese Women’s Association and serving on the board 
of five community organizations—has led her to run for 
office in 2012. 

Assemblywoman Meng was sworn into the New 
York State Assembly on Tuesday, January 20, 2012. 
She now serves the constituents of New York State’s 
22nd Assembly District, which is over 40 percent 
Asian American. Although she was not the first Asian 
American member of the Assembly, she is the youngest 
Asian American to be elected into the State Legislature. 
Meng was the first Asian American to be appointed 
to the NYS Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic and Asian 
Caucus, where she initiated New York’s first Asian Pacific 
American Legislative Advocacy Day. She has authored 
legislation that fought human trafficking, provided 
seniors with affordable housing and even eliminated the 
word “oriental” from government documents. 

As Assemblywoman Meng sets her sight on the 
6th Congressional District, she is hoping to provide a 
greater voice for all Asian Americans. Meng has received 
endorsements from groups such as the Asian Pacific 
American Labor Alliance, Asian American Action Fund 
and Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus. Meng 
defeated two Democratic challengers in a contentious 
primary and is one of two Asian American candidates in 
New York. 

If elected, Grace Meng promises to pass the Buffet 
rule, which would apply a 30 percent tax rate on 
millionaires, invest in America’s infrastructure and work 
for a brighter future for Queens and the nation. She will 
also be the first Asian American to join Congress from 
the East Coast. 

Result: Grace Meng won the 6th Congressional District, 
beating challenger Dan Halloran (R) and becoming New 
York’s first Asian American Congresswoman.

Full Name: Nathan ‘Nate’ I. Shinagawa 
Candidate: Democratic for U.S. House – District 23 
Current Office: Thompson County Legislature, 
District 4

Born in Berkeley, California, Nate Shinagawa 
moved to the Finger Lakes region of New York 
over a decade ago. He attended Cornell University 

and graduated with a B.A. in Sociology and master’s 
degree in Health Administration. After receiving his 
master’s, he worked for two years as legislative aide to 
New York State Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton. He 
is currently a hospital administrator at Robert Packer 
Hospital and a Tompkins County Legislator.

Shinagawa’s passion for public service began with 
his father, Dr. Larry Shinagawa, a professor at Sonoma 
State University. When Kuan Chung Kao, one of Dr. 
Shinagawa’s students, was wrongly shot and killed 
by the police, Dr. Shinagawa worked with the Asian 
Law Caucus and the Justice Department to help win a 
settlement for the Kao family. Nate was only 13-years-
old but knew then; when elected officials are not fighting 
for the best interest of the community, someone who will 
needs to step in.

Shinagawa was elected to the Tompkins County 
Legislature in 2005 and was re-elected in 2009. During 
his 7-year tenure with the Legislature, he led the Budget 
& Capital Committee, Government Performance & 
Workforce Relations Committee and Health & Human 
Services Committee. He now serves as the Legislature’s 
vice-chairman. Shinagawa’s legislative accomplishments 
include: stopping a proposed closure of the Lakeside 
Nursing Home, stopping hydraulic fracturing from 
entering the Finger Lakes region and supporting over 
$56 million in job-growth investment. Shinagawa 
decided to run for Congress when new district lines 
were drawn to create the 23rd District, which includes 
the Finger Lakes region and southern tier of New York.

Nate Shinagawa, a progressive Democrat, promises to 
work with the rest of the members of Congress to work 
for Americans. He supports a single-payer health care 
system but will work with Republicans to improve the 
current system. He strongly opposes hydraulic fracturing 
and believes renewable energy needs more funding. 
Shinagawa wants to move towards a more progressive 
tax system—having those who have more pay their fair 
share and use that revenue to fund projects that will 
provide jobs for everyday Americans. 

Result: Nate Shinagawa lost the 23rd Congressional 
District to incumbent Tom Reed (R).

the contenders:
New York’s asian american Candidates
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Full Name: Nathan ‘Nate’ I. Shinagawa 
Candidate: Democratic for U.S. House – District 23 
Current Office: Thompson County Legislature, 
District 4

Born in Berkeley, California, Nate Shinagawa 
moved to the Finger Lakes region of New York 
over a decade ago. He attended Cornell University 

and graduated with a B.A. in Sociology and master’s 
degree in Health Administration. After receiving his 
master’s, he worked for two years as legislative aide to 
New York State Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton. He 
is currently a hospital administrator at Robert Packer 
Hospital and a Tompkins County Legislator.

Shinagawa’s passion for public service began with 
his father, Dr. Larry Shinagawa, a professor at Sonoma 
State University. When Kuan Chung Kao, one of Dr. 
Shinagawa’s students, was wrongly shot and killed 
by the police, Dr. Shinagawa worked with the Asian 
Law Caucus and the Justice Department to help win a 
settlement for the Kao family. Nate was only 13-years-
old but knew then; when elected officials are not fighting 
for the best interest of the community, someone who will 
needs to step in.

Shinagawa was elected to the Tompkins County 
Legislature in 2005 and was re-elected in 2009. During 
his 7-year tenure with the Legislature, he led the Budget 
& Capital Committee, Government Performance & 
Workforce Relations Committee and Health & Human 
Services Committee. He now serves as the Legislature’s 
vice-chairman. Shinagawa’s legislative accomplishments 
include: stopping a proposed closure of the Lakeside 
Nursing Home, stopping hydraulic fracturing from 
entering the Finger Lakes region and supporting over 
$56 million in job-growth investment. Shinagawa 
decided to run for Congress when new district lines 
were drawn to create the 23rd District, which includes 
the Finger Lakes region and southern tier of New York.

Nate Shinagawa, a progressive Democrat, promises to 
work with the rest of the members of Congress to work 
for Americans. He supports a single-payer health care 
system but will work with Republicans to improve the 
current system. He strongly opposes hydraulic fracturing 
and believes renewable energy needs more funding. 
Shinagawa wants to move towards a more progressive 
tax system—having those who have more pay their fair 
share and use that revenue to fund projects that will 
provide jobs for everyday Americans. 

Result: Nate Shinagawa lost the 23rd Congressional 
District to incumbent Tom Reed (R).

New York’s asian american Candidates
BEING
ASIAN

in

GRΣΣK

What does it take to be a Greek brother?
More specifically, what does it take to be 

an Asian American Greek brother?

While it’s no surprise that Greek life is prevalent on the 
Syracuse University culture, Asian Americans have recently 
played a bigger role. Students have seen the emergence of 
multicultural and Asian-interest organizations over the 
past six years. I spoke to a few brothers in fraternities with 
significant numbers of Asian American brothers. Here is our 
brothers’ spotlight:

Founded: May 12, 1904 at University of 
Michigan at Ann Arbor
Syracuse Chapter: Recharted August 12, 
2006 (Aleph Daleth)

Wayne Meng had his first 
exposure to this social fraternity 

through his roommate Alexid Lam, who 
is also a brother. Wayne then met the 
senior members, including James Feng, 
Tony Nguyen, and Wesley Lai. Although 
a quarter of the brothers are of Asian 
descent, that percentage had no influence 
on Wayne’s decision to join. He appreciates 
the diversity of all the brothers that he has 
met, and feels that he can bring his skills 
to uphold the fraternity’s motto: Human 
service. Acacia’s value is to serve, not just 
the community, but humanity. Wayne 
exemplifies that by being actively involved 
in other campus organizations. He is a 
co-Vice President of Asian Students in 
America (ASIA) and is the Social Commit-
tee Chair of Alpha Kappa Psi Professional 
Business Fraternity. Wayne’s heavy involve-
ment with Asian organizations on campus 
shows his unwavering commitment to 
helping the Asian community.
 One of his best experiences was being 
able to connect with the re-founders and 
alumni. He was able to learn more than 
what is taught in the classroom and see 
a bigger perspective. In continuing to 
serve humanity, Wayne hopes to run for 
a position on the Acacia Executive board 
so he will have the official power to make 
changes to the fraternity. 
 We can be sure that Wayne’s human 
service will have an impact on the Asian 
community long after his departure.

Founded: March 18, 1994 at SUNY Albany
Syracuse Chapter: March 17, 2007 (Eta)

Sam Hong is the Vice Presi-
dent of this Asian-interest fraternity. 

As the Vice President, he is the internal face 
of the organization and focuses on build-
ing strong bonds with the brothers, which 
sparked his interest in the fraternity. During 
his freshman year, Sam actively attended 
events held by ASIA, Korean-American 
Student Association (KASA), and Hong 
Kong Cultural Organization (HKCO). With 
Nu Alpha Phi, he saw his chance to make a 
difference to a new organization and spread 
his Asian pride. He hopes to increase the 
fraternity’s presence on campus by coor-
dinating workshops, showing videos and 
planning community service events. Sam 
was part of the first class to pledge and has 
never regretted that decision.
 Being a part of Nu Alpha Phi was re-
warding for him because of the fraternity’s 
strong brotherhood. “In unity we stand 
strong,” their motto, holds true to this day. 
Sam has met brothers from other chapters 
through various bonding events; brothers 
are well acquainted with each other.
 Sam took a year off to teach English 
to students in Korea, and returned to the 
university with a different goal for the 
fraternity. When he joined in 2008, Nu 
Alpha Phi was in its foundation stage, 
trying to establish itself on campus with 
a few brothers. Now, the fraternity is in 
its maintenance stage and has established 
recognition from the Syracuse University 
Greek office and other campus organiza-
tions. Sam hopes to collaborate with other 
Asian-cultural organizations to compile 
ideas for future events. He believes that the 
Asian community will have a stronger im-
pact with more people working together.
 “In unity we stand strong” is undeniable.

Founded: December 26, 1848 at Miami 
University
Syracuse Chapter: September 22, 2012 (New 
York Epsilon)

Wilson Li is the Community 
Service Chair for this interna-

tional social fraternity. He has won many 
awards for the fraternity, including Top 
Fundraising Fraternity on Campus, Silver 
Team Overall, and Best On-Site Fundraiser 
for the photo booth during Relay for Life 
last semester. His other campus involve-
ments include Alpha Phi Omega Service 
Fraternity, Handball Club and Bowling 
Club. As the oldest brother in his house-
hold, Wilson had no one to look up to. 
Then he met Bryan Chou and Larry Cer-
retani through his interest in re-chartering 
Phi Delta Theta, as well as people from 
Nationals. Re-chartering took a lot of hard 
work and dedication, especially creat-
ing the mission statement, recruiting and 
writing the petition to Nationals. However, 
all the hard work paid off in the end when 
Wilson was able to say, “I started this.”
 Wilson has lost touch with his Asian 
culture, as he barely speaks Cantonese. His 
father is actually fluent in Spanish. Before 
joining Phi Delta Theta, Wilson admit-
ted to being “a little awkward” and quiet 
in social situations. He also had all Asian 
roommates and wanted to branch out and 
be able to interact with other people. Phi 
Delta Theta helped him develop into a 
more sociable person. In fact, the fraterni-
ty’s motto is, “Become the greatest version 
of yourself,” which Wilson has become.
 Wilson is currently planning a big ser-
vice project with his Philanthropy Chair. 
We’ll just have to wait and see what these 
guys have up their sleeves.

ΝΑΦ ΦΔΘ ACACIA
Text by Eva Choi
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When Syracuse University 
announced late last summer that 
the Dalai Lama would be coming 

to visit for a two-day forum and concert, 
excitement spread through the campus. 
Many students immediately purchased 
tickets to the concert, taking note of the 
artists set to perform. Others were thrilled 
to hear the Dalai Lama speak; his reputation 
as a man of wisdom and peace reached 
far and wide. The university homepage 
even featured a video compiling students’ 
thoughts about the upcoming event.
 His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, 
whose real name is Tenzin Gyatso, is the 
spiritual leader of Tibet. Born in 1935, he 
was recognized to be the reincarnation of 
the 13th Dalai Lama, Thubten Gyatso, at 
age two. The title Dalai Lama is given to 
a person who manifests the spirit and ex-
istence of Avalokiteshvara or Chenrezig, 
the compassionate deity of Tibet.
 For decades, the Dalai Lama has ad-
vocated for peace, meeting with inter-
national leaders, making speeches and 
authoring more than 72 books. He is a 
well-decorated man as well, receiving 
over 84 accolades and awards, includ-
ing the 1989 Nobel Peace Prize for his 
non-violent struggle for Tibet’s liberation. 
He has lived in India since his exile from 
Tibet in 1959.
 It was no surprise that the campus 
erupted with buzz and liveliness when the 
day finally arrived.
 The activities began on October 8 with 
“Common Ground for Peace,” a two-day 
forum with panelists from around the 
world, including Martin Luther King III, 
former ambassador to the United Nations 
Andrew Young, Iranian human rights 
lawyer Shirin Ebadi and Nobel Peace Prize 
winner Mohamed ElBaradei, who led the 
International Atomic Energy Agency.
 Hosted by Ann Curry, former co-host 
of NBC’s “Today” show, the discussions 

focused on the importance of peace in 
an increasingly globalized society. They 
discussed the rise of democracy in the 
Middle East through the Arab Spring 
and the necessary steps for global peace. 
Held in Goldstein Auditorium, the events 
passed out tickets quickly. Many students 
tuned in to listen on the live webcast or 
followed the event on Twitter. 
 The panel discussion, which had its 
last session about racial justice on Oc-
tober 9, covered many topics, including 
environmental access, health care and 
gender roles. The Dalai Lama encouraged 
young people to be active in finding a 
common ground for peace in the future.
 “This younger generation, you can make 

this century be much [more] peaceful, 
prosperous and harmonious. Therefore, I 
think…there are plenty of reasons to be 
hopeful,” said the Dalai Lama, now 77. “So 
with that hope, you should have vision.”
 His Holiness charmed everyone with 
his warm humor, engaging the crowd 
throughout the afternoon. Sitting in an 
oversized red leather chair, he kicked 
off his shoes, crossed his legs and got 
comfortable. Still, while entertaining his 
audience, the Dalai Lama imparted sagely 
advice for everyone in the room.
 “Peace will not come from sky. Peace 
will not only materialize through only 
prayer. Peace must come through our ac-
tions,” he said.

ALINE revisits...

THE ONE WORLD CONCERT
the 14th DALAI LAMAwith his holinessText by Benjamin Fang

Art by Young Michael Lee
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 Then came the big event: the One World 
Concert. Nearly 24,000 students, faculty, 
community members and others gathered 
in the Carrier Dome on the evening of 
October 9 to see some of the biggest names 
in the music industry perform on behalf of 
the Dalai Lama’s message of peace. 
 The impressive list of performers 
included: Dave Matthews, Phillip Phillips, 
Nas, Counting Crows, Andy Grammer, 
Swizz Beatz, Cyndi Lauper, Natasha Bed-
ingfield, Nelly Furtado and many others. 
Actress Whoopi Goldberg emceed the 
concert.
 The concert began with a public talk 
by the Dalai Lama, entitled “Resolving 
Conflict in One World through Global 
Consciousness,” in which he reiterated his 
message of the “oneness of humanity” and 
the importance of global peace. Sporting 
an orange Syracuse visor, much to the 
crowd’s approval, His Holiness yet again 
captivated the audience through wise 
words and repeated chuckles. 
 “The ultimate source of peace and 
happiness is warm-heartedness,” he said. 
“It’s within us.” The Dalai Lama also drew 
on personal experiences, referencing his 
mother as an influential figure early on in 
his life. 
 His Holiness ended his speech with 
a call to action, reinforcing the message 
he delivered to the campus for the past 
couple of days. 
 “Now the time has come to act as global 
citizens, if we are to build a twenty-first cen-
tury that is happier and more peaceful than 
what went before,” the Dalai Lama said. 
 After the crowd erupted and ap-
plauded the talk, the music began. With 
the Dalai Lama sitting on the side of the 
stage, staying up past his regular bedtime, 
Dave Matthews took a moment to express 
his appreciation for this opportunity. 
 “Just being here and for this reason to 
discuss tolerance and to discuss compas-
sion, and to be led in that discussion by 
His Holiness the Dalai Lama just makes 
you well up with joy,” Matthews said. 
 Then the performers filled the stage, 
one by one, to take part in singing John 
Lennon’s “Imagine,” a song that offers a 
vision of the peaceful world the Dalai 

Lama speaks of. Reminiscent of the gath-
ering of stars in 1985 for the song “We are 
the World,” this collaboration had artists 
sing a few lines each, blending voices 
from different musical genres to generate 
a spectacle that pleased the crowd. Listen-
ers recorded the performance on their 
phones and waved their arms, swaying 
back and forth to the rhythm. 
 Afterward, each artist performed their 
own songs, including hits like Natasha 
Bedingfield’s “Unwritten” and Phillip Phil-
lips’s “Home.” The concert, which culmi-
nated the Dalai Lama’s visit to Syracuse, 
ended after hours of singing. The crowd 
filed out of the Dome into the late night. 

 This wasn’t the first time the Dalai Lama 
visited Syracuse. He spoke at Hendricks 
Chapel in 1979, before most students 
today were even born. After departing, 
The Dalai Lama visited and gave speeches 
at other universities like Brown, drawing 
huge turnouts of college students.
 His trip to Syracuse was important for 
many reasons. At a time of violence both 
domestic and abroad, his message of peace 
and compassion was necessary for a gen-
eration that has seen war and destruction 
for extended periods of time. As we move 
forward into a future of uncertainty, young 
people will have to create diplomatic solu-
tions to ensure that the world is no longer 
plagued by such tragedy. By imparting 
his thoughts to the community, the Dalai 
Lama has already helped start the mean-
ingful dialogue that we must continue. 
 Another reason why it is significant is 
that it brings light to Tibet’s struggle for 
liberation from China. With the exile of 
the Dalai Lama in 1959, Tibet has been 
host to a number of protests and uprisings 
for over 50 years. The clash between the 
Chinese government and Tibetan resis-

tance has claimed hundreds of thousands 
of lives, drawing international attention to 
possible human rights violations commit-
ted throughout the struggles. 
 And as Tibet campaigns for full inde-
pendence while the Dalai Lama is abroad, 
international students at Syracuse have not 
shied away from voicing their opinions. In 
a Daily Orange article written in Septem-
ber, two Chinese international students 
who were interviewed expressed their 
distrust and contempt for His Holiness, 
with one student commenting that Tibet 
was a part of China. Even during the Dalai 
Lama’s stay at Syracuse, students protested 
in front of Schine Student Center, holding 

up signs and collecting signatures. They 
argued that the Dalai Lama’s efforts were 
only hurting Tibet, which they claimed 
was in a period of growth. 
 These protests were significant because 
they gave a voice to many international 
students who felt strongly about this 
issue. The protest was conducted profes-
sionally and the proper protocols were 
followed. In a campus as big as Syracuse, 
it is not only important, but also neces-
sary for students to air their grievances in 
a non-violent, informative manner. 
 In the long run, the Dalai Lama’s pres-
ence on campus will make a big differ-
ence. It reminds students of the impor-
tance of peace and diplomacy in time of 
turbulence. It gives students, professors 
and community members hope that 
global peace is within our grasp. 
 Perhaps within this century, like the 
Dalai Lama hopes, we will establish peace 
through action. To achieve this, the youth 
will need to be conscious of our actions 
and proactive in seeking plausible solu-
tions. And we need to start now. 

THE ONE WORLD CONCERT
the 14th DALAI LAMA

“Peace will not come from [the] sky. Peace will not 
materialize thorugh only prayer. Peace must come 
through our actions.”

 — The Dalai Lama
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Nearly 16 years after the Denny’s incident, 
asian/asian american Studies is still trying 
to find its foothold on campus.

In the early hours of April 
11, 1997, seven Syracuse 
University students – three 

Asian American, three Japanese, 
and one white – walked into the 
local Denny’s on Erie Boulevard. 
Not long afterward, the students 
were refused service and asked to 
leave. Two of the students were 
then beaten unconscious shortly 
after outside the restaurant by a 
group of white males shouting 
racial epithets while restaurant 
security guards stood by, 
watching, doing nothing. District 
Attorney William Fitzpatrick 
refused to prosecute the 
assaulters, dismissing the case as a 
drunken brawl and claiming that 
the students had “orchestrated” 
the event for political causes. 
Fitzpatrick is still Onondaga 
County’s District Attorney today. 
 This incident would galvanize 
the Syracuse University student 
community into a movement 
to bring an Asian American 
Studies program onto the 
Syracuse campus. After fourteen 

years of struggling with the 
SU administration, the official 
Asian/Asian American (AAA) 
Studies minor was finally 
introduced in fall semester of 
2010.
 However, the struggle to 
establish the minor program 
hasn’t ended. Classes created 
for the minor, such as the 
Sociology 301 class, entitled 
“Contemporary Asian 
Americans,” have struggled 
with low enrollment numbers. 
Students who signed up for an 
introductory Asian American 
Studies course for this past 
fall semester received an email 
a mere three days before the 
first day of classes, notifying 
them that the course had been 
cancelled because a professor 
had not been found to teach it. 
Two years after the minor was 
created, the university has yet to 
hire a full-time director for the 
Asian/Asian American Studies 
program. 
 The cancellation of the 

introductory AAA course turned 
out to be an administration 
fluke, and it is rumored that 
a candidate is in review for 
the director position. Still, the 
program isn’t quite gathered. 
Progress is slow, and the 
direction of the program is 
unclear without a full-time 
director and only one officially 
designated AAA professor. SU’s 
administration is showing a 
slight degree of commitment to 
the program, as seen through the 
first AAA faculty hire – Professor 
Manan Desai, who came to the 
university in fall of 2011 – and 
the new temporary one-year hire 
of Professor Arleen de Vera, who 
last semester taught a course 
entitled “Asian Americans in 
History.” Regardless, it cannot be 
denied that the minor program 
has more room to grow.
 But any progress is difficult 
to achieve, as the department 
is small and hardly developed. 
Professor Desai, the sole AAA 
faculty member who teaches 

of the

AAA minorVISIONS

Prof. Manan Desai

Prof. Arleen de Vera
Text by Lillian Kim
Photos by Yujia Zhou
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Nearly 16 years after the Denny’s incident, 
asian/asian american Studies is still trying 
to find its foothold on campus.

Asian American literature, mentioned the 
difficulty of trying to encompass the entire 
context of Asian American Studies in his 
English classes in order to help students 
understand why Asian Americans in 
literature are even important. Professor de 
Vera, who comes from the University of 
California at Los Angeles, where the Asian 
American Studies department boasts 
over 38 faculty members and a Masters 
program, spoke to me about the obstacles 
of accomplishing any progress in such a 
small department.
 Answering my question about the 
notable differences when coming to 
SU after working with the largest Asian 
American Studies department in the nation 
at UCLA, Professor de Vera replied, “Well, 
the biggest difference here is that when 
the AAA minor faculty here want to meet, 
there’s not even a building to gather in.” 
 Despite all the difficulties, however, I am 
led to trace my thoughts back to something 
that has made this fight so uniquely 
incredible: the Asian American movement 
at Syracuse owes nearly all of its momentum 
and development to students alone. 
 The entire Asian American movement 
in the US, in fact, was completely student-
driven. Without the organized activism 
and passion of students, the movement 
may never have garnered the attention 
that it did in the first radical 1960s Asian 
American movement and in colleges 
nationwide years afterward. 
 Fueled by the fervor of the Civil Rights 
movement and yearning to be recognized 
by their own home country, Asian 
American students banded with other 
minority students at San Francisco State 
University and the University of California 
at Berkeley in 1968. Together, the students 
formed the Third World Liberation Front 
and began the longest student strike ever 
held in US history to demand the creation 
of the first ethnic studies department. So 
great was the scale of this mass rallying 
that the National Guard was called in to 
maintain the peace. 

 Why, though, was there such a 
profound persistence and empowerment 
in the student movement to create ethnic 
studies departments – even in the face of 
police brutality? What compelled such 
resilience among a demographic better 
known in history for disengagement in 
politics? Where did Syracuse University 
students, in a school of only 7.4% Asian 
Americans, find the motivation to rally for 
an Asian American Studies program?
 For much of our nation’s history, Asian 
Americans have struggled with a sense 
of identity, feeling as if they fully belong 
neither to America – often their country 
of birth, but where their yellow or brown 
skins are seen as inherently foreign – nor 
to their “motherland,” a place they may 
never have visited. They have met obstacles 

in broad areas of normal American 
life, hitting “bamboo” ceilings in the 
workplace and in the classroom, limited by 
stereotypes of being meek and unassertive. 
They have been discriminated against, 
facing violence and racial slurs telling 
them to “go back to China.” In the case of 
Syracuse University students fifteen years 
ago, they were refused service at a Denny’s 
and subsequently assaulted. Despite the 
fact that Asian Americans have been a vital 
part of America’s foundations since the 
1800s, they are still seen as “foreigners”; 
they are feared, even hated. 
 So when Asian American students 
began realizing that they, too, belong 
in America and are entitled without 
discrimination to every right that white 
American citizens claim with confidence, 
they began to mobilize. And over forty 
years after the original 1968 ethnic studies 

movement, the legacy of young activists 
continues at Syracuse University. The 
torch has been passed down one class 
after another since the movement’s roots 
were first planted by the events of 1997, 
and despite the obstacles, SU students 
are determined to see the development 
all the way through. These  students, like 
their radical predecessors, discovered the 
political power of unity in demanding for 
the university to instate a department to 
educate students about the significance of 
Asian Americans in America to prevent 
such incidents like the 1997 Denny’s 
incident from happening again. Students 
and faculty are hopeful that now, the 
next step will be to establish Asian/Asian 
American Studies as a major at Syracuse 
University. 

 Even though the struggle just to create 
a minor lasted over a decade, SU students 
refused to give up and passed the fight on 
down the years, and finally succeeded in 
2010. Now that the inaugural battle has 
been won and Asian/Asian American 
Studies now holds grounds in Syracuse 
University academics, it is essential that 
the fight for recognition continues with 
joint initiatives from students and now 
professors who have joined the AAA 
program. Every small step is a steady step 
forward for Asian Americans to one day 
be fully recognized as part of America; we 
at Syracuse can be the only ones who will 
account for whether or not our branch of 
this tree will spread and thrive. We can be 
the only ones responsible for claiming our 
place at our school, in our niche of this 
nation. 

of the

AAA minor

“When the AAA minor faculty here want to meet, 
there’s not even a building to gather in.”

— Prof. Arleen de Vera
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The long awaited K-town reality 
show, dubbed the Asian Jersey 
Shore, finally aired on YouTube 

this past summer. The reality web series 
follows eight Asian American friends 
and their experiences in Los Angeles’ 
Koreatown. Of the eight characters, 
seven are Korean American and one is 
Chinese American, but all of them are 
one-dimensional, Jersey Shore inspired 
archetypes. The awkward interactions 
and “inevitable” disputes come from so 
out of the blue that viewers are stuck 
trying to follow the most interesting 
plotline: was that scripted drama 
combined with poor acting skills or are 
they all just drunken messes?

Mike Le, the executive producer of 
K-Town, said, “I think we as Asians 
have a tendency to embrace our own 
‘model minority’ hype…but in reality, 
K-Town’s about the fact that all the 
stereotypes, good or bad, don’t fit when 
you’re talking about real people. Our 
cast doesn’t represent all Asians. They 
simply represent themselves.” This all 
sounds contradictory in retrospect 
when we look at the Craigslist ad that 
called for “interesting Asian Americans 
for a Jersey Shore-type reality show.” 
And yes, you heard that right; the 
casting call for K-Town was done via 
Craigslist. 

So who ended up in K-Town’s cast 
when their pool of applicants were from 
Craigslist with only the preliminary 
filter of being an interesting Asian 
American? Violet, dubbed the drama 
queen of the show, is one of Junior Miss 
Korea’s youngest contestants. She is 
attending classes to finish her degree 
and is looking to pursue a career in 
entertainment. Maybe there is a hint of 
tiger blood mixed in with the bottles of 
Soju. Violet, despite her drama queen 
personality on the show, seems to be 

a good fit for the representation of the 
model minority. However, two of the 
original cast members shown in the 
trailer, released in 2010, did not make 
it to the 2012 trailer. Jennifer Field, 
a Eurasian actress, and Peter Le, a 
bisexual adult male model, were both 
recast without any clear reason why. 
Speculations about Field’s Caucasian 
descent diluting the full Asian 
American cast of K-Town erupted 
after her disappearance. Furthermore, 
there were speculations about Le, 
previously dubbed the Situasian, and 
his sexuality as the reason for his recast. 

The previous stereotype of model 
minorities being asexual was to be 
challenged by K-Town, but the topic of 
being a bisexual Asian American was 
something the show was not ready to 
tackle.  Needless to say, there are strict 
concerns about what Mike Le really 
intended this show to be about.

The question lies in whether Asian 
Americans have found their niche 
in mainstream media. The two-year 
search for a television station to air 
their show finally concluded with a 
premier debut on YouTube instead, and 
two fewer cast members. It seems that, 
yet again, Asian Americans were not 
deemed fit for mainstream media. Are 
we perpetually confined to alternative 
media outlets like YouTube, a platform 
that Asian Americans have already 
been deeply rooted and engrained in? 

As we await news about possible 
future seasons, the final thought I 

have to offer is whether the Asian 
American image has indeed changed at 
all because of K-Town. What do these 
formulaic, template characters have to 
offer the Asian American community 
in a bigger context? Can we safely say 
that the Asian American bookworm 
has finally left the library and found 
home in the fist-pumping, club 
hopping, ale-hound lifestyle? 

At the very least, it is safe to say 
that the K-Town team is aware of 
the influence they hold. In a “fan 
requested” bonus episode, the cast 
responded to the viewers who 

question their non-traditional and 
non-stereotypical lifestyle.  Rather 
than airing the usual introduction, the 
cast was introduced with stereotypes 
following their name, rather than 
their unique personas. For example, 
Violet, our drama queen, was instead 
dubbed the Tiger Mom. Through this 
introduction, the cast was introduced 
as: the Valedictorian, the Martial Artist, 
the Submissive One, the Pro Gamer, 
the Tiger Mom, the Investment Banker, 
the Sweetheart, and the Bad Driver. 
The rest of the episode depicts Jasmine, 
the Valedictorian, sitting in a room 
studying what is assumed to be math 
for six minutes without any breakaways. 
The sneak peak of the “next episode” 
shows Jasmine and two friends taking a 
picture of her food before eating it. By 
all means, the K-Town team is aware of 
these stereotypes and how they deviate 
from them.

k-town

“Our cast doesn’t represent all Asians. They 
simply represent themselves.”

— Mike Le, executive producer, K-Town

Text by William Kwan
Art by Justin Rivera

after contractual disputes with network Tv, the 
long overdue reality show about asian americans 
partying finds a familiar audience on YouTube.
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Surpassing 1.22 billion views 
and breaking the Guinness 
world record for “most 

likes” on YouTube, South Korean 
rapper Psy’s infectious, viral hit 
“Gangnam Style” seems to have 
transcended all barriers, whether 
cultural, linguistic or geographical. 
The flashy music video for the 
catchy K-pop song that became a 
worldwide hit over the summer 
features Psy performing his famous 
horse-trotting dance around 
various parts of Gangnam, the 
posh district of the South Korean 
capital, Seoul. Although Psy’s 
original intention for the song 
was not meant for an overseas 
audience, the song quickly became 
a worldwide sensation, reaching 
number one on iTunes in over 
31 countries, including the U.S., 
and spawning numerous parody 
videos. 

The song was understandably 
a smash-hit in South Korea before 
it crossed over to other parts of 
the world, tying with artist IU’s 
“You and I” on Billboard’s K-pop 
Hot 100 for the number one 
spot. Eventually the song gained 
international appeal at a lightning-
fast pace, and several American 
celebrities such as T-Pain, Katy 
Perry, Britney Spears and Ryan 
Seacrest even tweeted positive 
reactions to the music video after 
its release.

During the peak of his far-
reaching success, artist Psy 
(Park Jae-sang) even went on to 
sign with Schoolboy Records, 

the management company 
representing Justin Bieber. Psy 
is currently collaborating with 
Bieber’s manager and owner of 
the company, Scooter Braun, on 
a possible English version of the 
song. From debuting on MTV’s 
Video Music Awards and NBC’s 
Saturday Night Live, to teaching 
Britney Spears how to perfect his 
horse-riding dance on Ellen, Psy 
has made his public image in the 
U.S. official.

Despite the overwhelmingly 
positive response to “Gangnam 
Style,” some critics speculate that 
the appeal of the video does not 
merely lie in the song’s catchy beat 
or “danceability.” Instead, they 
believe that audiences, particularly 
Americans, are drawn to Psy’s 
mega-hit song because his music 
video perpetuates degrading Asian 
male stereotypes in a way that is 
comically safe and familiar.

Deanna Pan, a writer for 
Mother Jones magazine, claims 
that Psy’s music video “epitomizes 
the ‘comedic male troupe’: 
buffoonish, desexualized, and 
emasculated.” Critics such as Pan 

also imply that Psy intentionally 
took advantage of American 
inclination towards Asian male 
stereotypes in order to bring the 
genre of K-pop into the Western 
mainstream music industry. 
However, it is important to 
resuscitate that Psy never intended 
on breaking into global markets 
with “Gangnam Style.”

“I’ve only done this for 12 years, 
only for Korea, not for overseas at 
all… I didn’t expect anything like 

this. So what can I say? Everything 
moves way too fast,” Psy stated in 
a personal interview with the New 
York Times.

Through “Gangnam Style,” Psy, 
who predominately catered to a 
Korean fanbase, became an instant 
and almost effortless hit in Western 
media, compared to the numerous, 
more internationally established 
K-pop artists (Big Bang, Wonder 
Girls, Girl’s Generation, Super 
Junior, 2NE1) who have tried to 
break into the American music 
industry with only limited success. 
The social and cultural critiques 
regarding the music video’s 
implications and racial stereotypes 

The anatomy

of ‘gangnam style’:
Explored 

and Disected

Text by Elisha Hahm
Art by Meredith Doty

Are people really laughing with Psy as he 
takes his seemingly rightful place in pop 
culture history, or, as some critics believe, 
are people laughing at him?

an unlikely 
Korean 

celebrity 
becomes the 

most watched 
man in history
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The anatomy

of ‘gangnam style’:

have been sparked to somehow explain 
“Gangnam Style’s” phenomenal success.

One particular critic from Racilicious, 
a collaborative weblog on multiracial 
media, blogged their analysis of the music 
video, noting how “Psy fits right into the 
mainstream-friendly role of Asian male 
jester, offering goofy laughs for all and, 
thanks to Psy’s decidedly non-pop star 
looks, in a very non-threatening package.”

Are people really laughing with Psy 
as he takes his seemingly rightful place 
in pop culture history, or, as some critics 
believe, are people laughing at him?

Professor Manan Desai, an Assistant 
Professor of English at Syracuse University, 
discussed these prevailing Asian-male 
stereotypes and how they exist within 
the media, noting the type of movie roles 

taken on by Asian actors in mainstream 
Hollywood movies such as Long Duk 
Dong from the 1984 high school comedy, 
16 Candles. Professor Desai explained the 
character Long Duk Dong as a foreign 
exchange student who portrayed the most 
offensive Asian stereotype imaginable, with 
one extreme example being the sound of a 
gong that accompanied his every entrance. 
Gedde Watanabe, the actor who played 
this character, garnered extreme criticism 
from the Asian American community for 
taking on such a racially degrading role. 

Another more recent incident of Asian 
actors taking on these types of roles is 
the case of Ken Jeong, who portrayed the 
flamboyant and highly erratic Chinese 
gangster, Leslie Chow, in The Hangover. 

Although Psy’s portrayal in “Gangnam 

Style” is much more subdued than those 
seen in mainstream Hollywood movies, 
speculators believe that Psy’s major 
breakthrough into the American music 
industry results from the racialized idea 
that he fits into the pop cultural sphere 
wherein Asian men are perceived as 
unmasculine and asexual. 

Regardless of what certain people 
imply about Psy’s cultural intention 
for “Gangnam Style,” it is needless to 
say that this K-pop hit has proven to 
be an international success in terms of 
popularity and likeability. Necessitating a 
critical evaluation of the song’s meaning 
and racial implications unduly abandons 
the notion that sometimes an enjoyable 
pop song can be just that.
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Electronic dance music (EDM) has 
finally arrived to the pop culture 
scene. The new rave generation has 

welcomed EDM with open arms as DJs 
play in arenas and universities instead 
of underground nightclubs. So how is it 
that EDM has become so popular and 
why now? Why not during the mid 1990s, 
when electronic dance music was first 
exposed to the American market? Also, 
why has it attracted so many college 
students, especially the Asian American 
community? 

Starting with the disco scene in the 
1970s to the early rave scene of the acid 
house movement in the 1980s, dance 
music has always been around. However, 
it has recently been flourishing like 
never before. The underground scene 
has exploded into the mainstream. For 
the very first time, Skrillex, an EDM 
artist, took home three awards and was 
a nominee for Best New Artist for the 
2012 Grammy Awards. Electronic dance 
music has taken over and has become a 
worldwide phenomenon. 

However, some people are wondering 
whether EDM is just another music fad 
that will eventually die down in a few 
years. In an interview with CNN, Tiesto, 
one of EDM’s renowned DJs stated, 
“[EDM] is getting bigger and bigger 
and here in the States it has become the 
genre of ‘now’… of course it will have its 
moments when its more popular or less 
popular—just like rock music or hip hop – 
but there will always be dance music.” 

Whether EDM will eventually die down 

or not, the consequence of its current 
extreme popularity is that electronic dance 
music has become intensely mainstream 
while others insist that it is corrupting 
the underground culture. A recent article 
in the Wall Street Journal interpreted 
modern day EDM as “the Dumbing Down 
of Electronic Dance Music.” Some old-
school DJs such as Carl Cox compared his 
knowledge of primitive devices, which he 
stated requires more skills and knowledge, 

to the modern day DJing that is less 
challenging and simply requires a click of 
a button to play a set to a live audience. 
The sudden popularity of EDM as it stands 
now suggests that the less challenging 
music DJs produce is exactly what the 
people want. 

Despite its unstable popularity, there 
are several things synonymous with the 
genre itself. Ecstasy, or MDMA, has always 
been associated with dance music and 
has been the drug of choice that “ravers” 
choose to take at these events and festivals. 
The majority of those who attend these 
events are on Ecstasy due to its vast 
availability and it also allows the crowd 

to dance for hours without exhaustion. 
Furthermore, the enrapturing sensation 
when “rolling” during these events has 
gathered thousands of EDM fans as well. 
(The rolling sensation is the high given 
from taking ecstasy.) As the high starts 
slowly, relaxation begins and then as the 
intensity of the high increases, the peak 
is accompanied by a gradual drop. The 
feeling has been described by ravers as 
“bliss” and “euphoria.”  

The fashion trend for the acid house 
movements in the 1980s was more of 
a hipster style which included: smiley 
T-shirts, Boys Own T-shirts, Osh Kosh 
dungarees, Bandannas, Unnecessary 
waistcoats, surfer shorts, ponchos, John 
Lennon sunglasses, Converse Allstars and 
Bobbed hair (boys and girls). And how can 
you forget the kandi bracelets? These kandi 
bracelets are made out of colorful neon 
beads and exchanging these with other 
ravers represents peace, love, unity and 
respect and is commonly abbreviated to 
PLUR. This mantra for the EDM culture is 
similar to the beliefs of ravers in the mid-
1980s to early 1990s. However, this term 

The Noise 
of a Generation
With a plethora of elaborate waistcoats, lED-laden arenas and electronic 
sampling, electronic junkies and ravers alike usher in the genre of now
Text by Rebecca Mun

With the mantra of EDM being Peace, Love, Unity 
and Respect and everyone dressed in the colorful 
neon uniform, does the Asian American community 
finally find a sense of belonging in the U.S.?
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of peace, love and unity originated from 
DJ Frankie Bones in the mid-1990s. The 
overall theme is colorful, neon, bright and 
LED/Glow-in-the Dark.

So what makes EDM so attractive to 
the college students and especially the 
Asian American community? Many might 
simply enjoy the music and do not have 
a deeper significant reason for listening 
to EDM. Conversely, the majority of the 
audiences who are in their early and late 
20s view EDM and its events as an escape 
from reality: the poor economic climate 
and the unemployment the 20s are now 
facing. 

Then what are the Asian American 

college students escaping from? Can it be 
the barrier dividing the Asian Americans 
from the Western community? With the 
mantra of EDM being Peace, Love, Unity 
and Respect and everyone dressed in the 
colorful neon uniform, does the Asian 
American community finally find a sense 
of belonging in the United States? As 
people declare PLUR and exchange kandi 
bracelets with the DJ dropping the bass, it 
is true that everyone feels united, even for 
those few moments. The feeling of being 
part of something, a sense of community 
one feels when they are at an event with 
thousands of people dancing and singing 
along to the vocals as you feel the music 

go through every ounce of the body allows 
one to forget the not-so-perfect reality. 

Does escapism last after the DJ closes 
his set, after the confetti is cleaned up? Is 
the barrier between the Asian American 
community and the United States blurred 
or completely destroyed? The truth is, it 
isn’t. While the pretty light show blinds the 
audiences, after the lights are turned off, 
they are faced with the empty water bottles 
and their sweaty peers, who once looked 
mesmerizing with the lights. Likewise, 
EDM allows people to escape temporarily 
but when the music stops, everyone has 
to return to reality. The drop is never as 
pleasurable as you’d expect.
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Last fall, Mindy Kaling made her 
debut as the first Indian American 
to star in her own television show in 

the United States. The show is called The 
Mindy Project and it details the struggles 
of a gynecologist, Mindy Lahiri, while she 
navigates her way through her love life 
and career. While Mindy may look a lot 
different than most female main characters 
on television right now, that does not 
mean Mindy does not have to deal with 
the same struggles other women from her 
age group face. Kaling finds a way to reveal 
to the audience the brutal realities of the 
modern dating scene for a woman with a 
career in the most hilarious way possible. 
Not only is Kaling the star in The Mindy 
Project; she is the writer and director of the 
show as well. 

Kaling has had a lengthy exposure to 
the comedic scene. During her college 
years at Dartmouth College, she was a 
member of an improvisational comedy 
troupe and wrote for a humor magazine 
called Jack-o-Lantern. After college, she 
began to slowly ease her way into the 
entertainment business. Her acting career 
began to gain some serious momentum 
when she got involved with The Office, 
where she played a customer service 
representative named Kelly Kapoor. She 
was also writer for the show. In fact, she 
was the only female writer with the eight 
person staff. Kaling has also had small 
roles in various movies including The 
40-Year-Old Virgin, License to Wed and No 
Strings Attached. She has even published 
a best-selling memoir titled “Is Everyone 
Hanging Out Without Me? (And Other 
Concerns).” Kaling’s hard work paid off 
in 2012, when Fox decided to pick up 

The Mindy Project for the upcoming TV 
season. No woman of color has had this 
big of a role in a television show in almost 
a decade, a triumph worth recognizing.

Kelly Kapoor and Mindy Lahiri are 
two of Kaling’s most prominent roles to 
date. The two characters are similar in 
their chattiness; yet there is one important 
distinction worth noting. Kaling’s Indian 
American heritage was much more 
frequently addressed in The Office, where 
her character was often the subject of 
cultural stereotypes. In The Mindy Project, 
Kaling does not allow her heritage to 

constantly be the punch line for every 
joke, while at the same time she does not 
completely ignore her background. Instead 
of centering on her character’s ethnicity, 
as the entertainment industry often does 
to people of color, Kaling has chosen to 
focus on other attributes that make up her 
character’s personality. 

In an issue of New York Magazine in 
which Kaling was featured on the cover, 
Kaling affirmed, “I never want to be called 
the funniest Indian female comedian that 
exists, I feel like I can go head-to-head 
with the best white, male comedy writers 
that are out there. Why would I want to 

self-categorize myself into a smaller group 
that I’m able to compete in?” She’s right; 
placing her under a narrow lens is unfair. 
Although The Mindy Project is the first 
show in the U.S. to have a South Asian 
American actress as the lead, that shouldn’t 
be its most distinguishing characteristic. 
Kaling isn’t playing the part of an Indian 
on television; she is playing the part of 
woman in her mid-thirties who is having 
trouble finding the right person to spend 
her life with while maintaining a successful 
career. Evidently, Kaling’s character is not 
that much unlike herself.

The way that a group of people is 
represented in the media, even if it is just a 
television show, matters. By showing that 
Indian Americans face many of the same 
struggles as any other group of people, 
The Mindy Project has the potential to help 
eliminate certain perceptions about Indian 
Americans. A few decades ago, it would 
have been hard to imagine an Indian 
American writing, staring and directing 
her own show. It’s not her identity as an 
Indian American that keeps her viewers 
coming back. It’s the charm and laughs 
that Kaling has brought to the show that 
keeps the audience wanting more.

Text by Rahimon Nasa

mindy Kaling’s 
new office
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Instead of centering on her character’s ethnicity, as 
the entertainment industry often does to people of 
color, Kaling has chosen to focus on other attributes 
that make up her character’s personality.

The Indian american writer/director/actress 
takes on the biggest role of her life thus far
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self-categorize myself into a smaller group 
that I’m able to compete in?” She’s right; 
placing her under a narrow lens is unfair. 
Although The Mindy Project is the first 
show in the U.S. to have a South Asian 
American actress as the lead, that shouldn’t 
be its most distinguishing characteristic. 
Kaling isn’t playing the part of an Indian 
on television; she is playing the part of 
woman in her mid-thirties who is having 
trouble finding the right person to spend 
her life with while maintaining a successful 
career. Evidently, Kaling’s character is not 
that much unlike herself.

The way that a group of people is 
represented in the media, even if it is just a 
television show, matters. By showing that 
Indian Americans face many of the same 
struggles as any other group of people, 
The Mindy Project has the potential to help 
eliminate certain perceptions about Indian 
Americans. A few decades ago, it would 
have been hard to imagine an Indian 
American writing, staring and directing 
her own show. It’s not her identity as an 
Indian American that keeps her viewers 
coming back. It’s the charm and laughs 
that Kaling has brought to the show that 
keeps the audience wanting more.
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a new trend sees asian men and women swapping eye color daily

Color contacts lenses have become more popular, 
specifically amongst young Asian girls. Not 
only are they considered more fashionable than 

eyeglasses, this must-have item grants the ability to 
be seen with turquoise eyes one day and sea green the 
next. While enhancing your eye color, these prescribed 
color lenses also correct your myopia, hyperopia or 
astigmatism. However, even if you were gifted perfect 
vision; don’t fret; there are Plano color contacts purely 
for cosmetic purposes as well. Many celebrities such as 
Jennifer Aniston, Hayden Panettiere and Penelope Cruz 
have been seen sporting these colored lenses. Hayden 
Panettiere even considers these tinted lenses as a “can’t 
live without accessory.” So are these colored lenses 
simply a trendy fashion accessory, or is there a deeper 
hidden motivation behind their use? 

After surveying 33 SU students, the majority agreed 
that colored lenses are just the latest fashion trend. 
Many students voiced that because these lenses are 
used to match with an outfit or for a special night 
out, it is simply viewed as an accessory. A SU fashion 
design major, Jasmine Kim, stated, “I think that it 
is more of what is conceived as beauty, like in Asia, 
Western features are seen as more beautiful, and colored 
contacts improve these features and make them more 
beautiful.” Jasmine went on to compare color contacts to 
double eyelid tapes and in extreme cases, double eyelid 
surgeries, which are one of the most popular cosmetic 
surgeries in Asia. The truth appears to be whether it 
is the blue eyes or the double eyelids, Asian women 
define beauty with Westernized features. However, color 

contacts are not only for women; it has attracted male 
consumers.  Male SU students voiced their opinions 
as well. Felix Ngo, a SU student, revealed that he plans 
on purchasing a pair of grey color contact lenses. “It’s 
cool… it’s part of being a New Yorker, keeping up 
with trends and changing with the season.” Yet with 
Ngo’s academic background in sociology, he admitted 
that identity issues could be associated with the use of 
color contacts. “… It shows how our world social norm 
is skewed into thinking big eyes is popular and our 
[Asian’s] natural eyes are not.” Another male student, 
Fred Jun contributed to this idea and believes that 
the social norm is greatly influenced by the media. 
Furthermore, the Asian population delineates beauty 
with Western features because American pop culture 
has great influence worldwide. Fred summarizes, “It’s 
a combination between the lack of positive Asian 
representation in pop culture as well as the dominance 
Caucasians have in pop culture.” 

Surprisingly, the majority who voted that colored 
contact lenses were simply an accessory were Asian 
female students and those who chose it to be a denial of 
identity were mostly non-Asian female students or Asian 
male students. So what is the conclusion of this survey? 
Are colored contact lenses just a trending accessory 
or an identity denial disguised as a “global” fashion 
trend? The majority of the women interviewed said no. 
The people who don’t think so are supplying the color 
contact industry with enough capital to continue to 
create Asian women with bigger, bluer eyes.

“IT’S PART 
OF BEING A 
NEW YORKER, 
KEEPING 
UP WITH 
TRENDS AND 
CHANGING 
WITH THE 
SEASON.”
Felix Ngo

Text by Rebecca Mun
Photo by Ashley Wong 
via Creative Commons

an accessory to Self-denial?
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One fashionable Strut at a Time
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paving the Way for asian men, 
One fashionable Strut at a Time

From Anna Wintour’s portrayal in The 
September Issue to Meryl Streep’s 
interpretation of an editor-in-chief 

in The Devil Wears Prada, the higher 
ups in the fashion industry are becoming 
more and more notorious for their non-
forgiving, piercing personalities. Joe Zee, 
creative director of Elle magazine and an 
icon in the fashion industry, has, on the 
contrary, gotten himself the reputation as 
one of the most warm-hearted individuals 
of the fashion industry. Joe Zee attributes 
his kind attitude to his early experiences 
in the fashion industry. Having met such 
nasty personalities throughout the course 
of his career, Joe Zee swore he himself 

would have people work for him out of 
respect rather than out of fear. 

 Canadian born Joe Zee moved to New 
York to study at the Fashion Institute of 
Technology. From assistant to Allure’s 
legendary fashion editor Polly Mellen, 
to market editor, W’s fashion editor, and 
eventually Elle’s creative director, Joe Zee 
has had a career envied by many. This 
fashion icon has also made his mark in the 
world of reality shows, making numerous 
appearances on MTV’s The City, being a 
guest judge on Project Runway, making 
cameos in popular TV shows such as Ugly 
Betty, and the recent premier of his own 
show, All On The Line. Joe Zee is also an 

active participant in the world of social 
media, as his twitter account boasts more 
than 160,000 followers as avid fans wait for 
his latest updates through his vision of the 
fashion world.

Inspired by the achievements of Joe 
Zee as an Asian male, A-Line Magazine 
reached out to him trying to score a 
personal interview with the magnanimous 
public personality. To our delight, Joe Zee, 
proving his amicable reputation to be more 
than a public image, took the time out of 
his task-juggling life to take the time to sit 
down with for A-Line’s biggest interview 
to date.

A-Line: There seems to be a huge influx of Asian faces being represented in the modeling industry (Liu Wen, Shu Pei, Du Juan). 
What do you think accounts for this sudden growth? 
Joe Zee: I think the current interest with China’s and its rapid growth is leading businesses to realize the marketing potential of such a 
large and powerful country. Asian models, while largely ignored in the past, are being sought after by most luxury brands.

AL: Have you seen any Asian-inspired trends on the runway this season?
JZ: For fall/winter, there was definitely Asian inspirations on the runway from Jason Wu to Dries Van Noten. 

AL: What is the greatest and worst aspect of being a creative director for a magazine?
JZ: I love that my job is different every day and can encompass so many different aspects of a creative arena. I wouldn’t say there’s a 
worst part, but sometimes juggling everything can be a tad overwhelming, but not unmanageable. 

AL: Would you say the future looks brighter for Asians/Asian Americans trying to make it in the fashion world? 
JZ: Absolutely. The new generation of American designers are all Asian and enrollment in design school are becoming predominately 
Asian as well. Right now, more than ever, with the growing interest towards China, there are certainly so many more opportunities for 
Asians in the fashion industry. 

AL: What piece of advice can you offer those who hope to enter the fast-passed fashion world?
JZ: Stay focused and don’t give up. It doesn’t matter what race you are. This industry is tough and takes no prisoners. If this is 
something worth doing, stick with it. 

AL: You seem to be active on the social media world with almost 160,000 followers on Twitter. Your fans can follow up with you 
on a daily basis and it makes you a more approachable figure. What entices you to stay away from the general “devil wears Prada” 
intimidating persona? 
JZ: I don’t think I ever thought about it in a very strategic way. It’s just who I am. I started twitter and just wrote stuff and realized I 
liked conversing with people who were curious about the industry. Fashion has always felt exclusive and social media allowed some of 
those barriers to come down. 

AL: Which uprising designers that are emerging onto the scene are your favorite? Why?
JZ: I love all the current crop of Asian designers that are really the voices of the next generation: Alexander Wang, Jason Wu, Prabal 
Gurung, Philip Lim, Derek Lam. These guys are the new establishment and are all defining American fashion right now.

Text by Betsy Han
Photo courtesy of Joe Zee
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Based in Southern California, 19-year-
old Olivia Lopez is a Filipino-
Chinese-Spanish-American fashion 

blogger. She is the one behind the popular 
blog, Lust For Life, which overflows 
with colorful pictures, stylish outfits, 
and exciting adventures. Just reading the 
title of her blog is more than enough for 
one to depict the kind of person she is. 
Lopez’s thirst for living life to the fullest 
has her begging to be able to explore all 
the possibilities in the world. Her lust for 
trendy clothes is assisting her in going up 
the societal ladder and it is more or less the 
reason why she is where she is in life right 
now. Living a life that differs from most 
19 year olds, she is both a model and a full 
time college student. Even so, Lopez is still 
able to find the time to travel. In one of her 
blog posts, she wrote, “-and the highlight of 
them all, catching New Zealand’s designers 
release their collections from the front row.” 
That’s right, she was among the people who 
were viewing the work of New Zealand’s 
designers from the front row during the 
country’s Fashion Week. Coming across a 
post like so is not surprising, as she often 

goes off to another part of the world to 
attend events. Surely, there are many girls 
out there complaining that life is unfair 
after discovering her blog, but her success 
came within time as she entered the 
blogging sphere when she was 14. Other 
than the travel posts are her outfit posts, 
where she poses outdoors in various outfits, 
giving off the feeling of a photo shoot. Her 
charisma is nothing but obvious in those 
photos, and it makes one wonder why she 
is not as famous as Chanel Iman. Although 
their styles are completely different as 
Lopez is more into street fashion and has a 
different feel compared to Victoria Secrets’ 
models. Lopez’s closet is filled with various 
types of clothing, allowing her to give her 
readers a different feel each time. She is 
capable of making any girl cringe with 
jealousy undoubtedly because of her genes, 
fame, cute personality and pretty clothes. 
But apparently, that is also what makes her 
readers keep coming back for more. They 
continue visiting her blog in order to live 
an attainable dream of having it all through 
Olivia Lopez. 

olivia 
lopez 

Aimee (pronounced as Aw-mee) 
Song of Los Angeles is an interior 
designer and fashion blogger. 

Her blog, Song of Style, currently has 
38,161 followers and is ranked number 
17 in fashion on Bloglovin.com. She was 
called one of the “new influencers” in the 
blogging community by AM New York. 
That is no doubt as she has a daring sense 
of style that not everyone can pull off, such 
as matching tropical prints on a blazer, 
shorts, and shoes. With an outfit like that, 
it would be interesting to see Song on the 
runway. But many these days are striving 
to become famous in the street fashion 
world rather than gain fame as a runway 
model. That is because they all get the 
same benefits and popularity, but being a 
well-known fashion blogger allows more 
freedom of expression than a model of the 
runway. Like many nowadays, she likes 
to thrift, but she’s a big softie for designer 
accessories as well. Her style is more 
suitable for people in their early 20s and 
up. Although she is seen wearing some of 
the same items that were already shown 
previously in some of her photographs, 

>> olivia lopez; photos courtesy of lustforlife.com aimee song; photos courtesy of songofstyle.blogspot.com

faShION blOggERS
RISE of the

Text by Melody Chan

>>
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Aimee (pronounced as Aw-mee) 
Song of Los Angeles is an interior 
designer and fashion blogger. 

Her blog, Song of Style, currently has 
38,161 followers and is ranked number 
17 in fashion on Bloglovin.com. She was 
called one of the “new influencers” in the 
blogging community by AM New York. 
That is no doubt as she has a daring sense 
of style that not everyone can pull off, such 
as matching tropical prints on a blazer, 
shorts, and shoes. With an outfit like that, 
it would be interesting to see Song on the 
runway. But many these days are striving 
to become famous in the street fashion 
world rather than gain fame as a runway 
model. That is because they all get the 
same benefits and popularity, but being a 
well-known fashion blogger allows more 
freedom of expression than a model of the 
runway. Like many nowadays, she likes 
to thrift, but she’s a big softie for designer 
accessories as well. Her style is more 
suitable for people in their early 20s and 
up. Although she is seen wearing some of 
the same items that were already shown 
previously in some of her photographs, 

aimee song; photos courtesy of songofstyle.blogspot.com

faShION blOggERS
Blogging and fashion cannot be put together more perfectly. The combination is becoming an 

increasing trend for Asian Americans whose fashion blogs are based from all across the globe. 
However, with numerous blogs out there, it is tough for one to select only a few for his or her taste. 

Each blogger is different in his or her own way, but only certain individuals are able to shine through with 
their individuality and uniqueness. They may even be considered as influential to the readers. Some of 
these bloggers who are currently in the spotlight of the fashion blogging realm are Olivia Lopez, Aimee 
Song, and Sophia Chang. 

probably would’ve become as famous as 
she is now. Since her sister is also a fashion 
blogger, it makes one wonder if it is 
possible for a good sense of style to run in 
the Chang family. Needless to say, Chang 
knows how to rock her outfits. Everything 
looks stylish on her, even if it’s a simple 
cropped tee and ripped jeans. As expected, 
her “Lazy Mondays” outfits are also 
fashionable. Considering how effortless 
her looks seem, it just makes one have the 
urge to buy what she’s wearing, especially 
since most of her outfits are affordable to 
teenagers. However, Chang isn’t always 
partial to H&M and its low-cost retailers. 
Some of her clothes cannot be purchased 
easily, as some are from Korea. Her style 
ranges from a knit sweater and Alexander 
Wang Joan pumps to an H&M flannel shirt 
and Steve Madden Twynkle sneakers. Of 
course, whatever she has on, her makeup 
has to match with her clothes. Her bold 
personality is also shown through her 
outfit choices, whether it’s her neon heels 
or bright yellow dress. Not to mention, 
going out in a bikini top paired with a 
high-low skirt is pretty daring.

<< aimee song

sophia chang

>>
it isn’t boring since they are paired with 
something totally different. Besides Song’s 
love for travelling, she is also keen on 
taking pictures of herself posing in front 
of scenery. Who wouldn’t with a smile like 
hers and nicely tanned skin?  Browsing 
through her photos, she gives off a sense 
of familiarity as if the reader knows her 
personally because of her friendly look. 
Still, what exactly is it about her that makes 
her rank so high? Maybe it is the result of 
her consistency, originality, clear pictures 
and a grounded personality that gives 
advice freely in order to stand out.

YouTube make up guru, 19-year-old 
Sophia Chang from Los Angeles, 
California, is not only known 

for her YouTube channel but her fashion 
blog Fashionista804. The fact that she is 
a makeup guru on YouTube might have 
boosted her popularity, but either way she 

>>

Chang, Lopez, and Song are 
only a few of the well-known 
Asian American fashion 
bloggers. It is not an easy 
task to become the next big 
thing, but be on the lookout 
for those three, for Song 
believes that there will be more 
famous bloggers appearing on 
television in the near future. 
As Asian fashion bloggers are 
currently making a wave in 
the scene, their impact is not 
something minor as they are 
helping minorities play a role 
in fashion and the blogging 
sphere. 

sophia chang; photos courtesy of fashionista804.com
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Imagine walking down Chinatown’s bustling streets, 
when someone furtively flashes you with a catalog 
featuring products from high-end brands, such as 

Gucci, Prada and Chanel, being sold at outrageously 
low prices – surely you would have to be really stupid 
(and sorry) to walk away from such bargains. Besides, 
what’s the worst that could happen? Buyer’s remorse 
won’t last forever and luxury labels earn more than 
enough money to go around. 

The truth is, these phony products constitute 
a $600 billion industry, accounting for almost 7 
percent of our annual world trade and the loss of 
over 750,000 American jobs. Many people believe 
that the counterfeiting industry is a victimless crime 
with replicas serving as cheap, alternative purchases 
but few realize that this misguided belief helps feed 
into the industry based on child exploitation. What’s 
more, knockoff products have been linked repeatedly 
to organized crime, drug trafficking and terrorist 
activity. What people fail to acknowledge is that 
when you make the conscious decision to purchase 
a fake, you are inadvertently supporting child labor 
and violent crimes. While they say imitation is the 
sincerest form of flattery, every original product by 
a company is a designer’s love child of creativity and 
hard work and yet counterfeiters do not pay their dues 
to the designers. More importantly, consumers forget 
that they too are subject to the ills of the industry; 
bootlegged products are often a threat to your health 
and safety, as they are not regulated by any norms or 
quality specifications. 

As with any other purchase, you expect your 
experience with a counterfeit vendor to be a one-off 
trade with no real consequence except sheer joy from 
getting your hands on what appears to be the latest 
design from the Coach collection. This is a dangerous 
notion. Purchasing a replica comes with the guarantee 
that you’ll have to replace it fairly soon given that 
knockoffs come at not only a fraction of the actual 
cost but also a fraction of the quality. Though it can 
sometimes be very difficult to resist or recognize a 
fake, it must be made known that supporting the 

counterfeit business is both illegal and unethical. 
Based on findings reported by the International 

AntiCounterfeiting Coalition (IACC), the illegal 
industry is directly responsible for a loss of revenue 
amounting to over $200 million a year to the 
national treasury owing to untaxed dollars spent 
on counterfeit items. Their illegal exemption from 
paying the licensing fee and the taxes ultimately hurts 
the common taxpayers – many of whom have never 
purchased a knock-off – as the deficit falls on them. 
It is the taxpayers who get to bear the brunt. That is, 
less money to finance the development of city schools, 
hospitals, parks and other social programs. In effect, 
users of fake goods are contributing to our current 
dismal economical climate. 

Let us also put the elephant in the room, as it were, 
on the table. We’ve all heard the harrowing stories of 
sweatshops but none of us seem to believe it. They 
aren’t stories. They are cold, hard facts. Stolen Gucci 
or Prada designs that are duplicated in a matter of few 
hours are likely to be the work of under-aged children. 
Those who are drafted into these workplaces of chaos, 

COuNTERfEIT ChaOS

Text by Bernice Chan

Many people believe that the 
counterfeiting industry is a 
victimless crime ... but few 
realize that this misguided 
belief helps feed into the 
industry based on child 
exploitation. What’s more, 
knockoff products have been 
linked repeatedly to organized 
crime, drug trafficking and 
terrorist activity.

Revealing the dangers of the 
thriving, elaborate counterfeit industry.
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COuNTERfEIT ChaOS

Many people believe that the 
counterfeiting industry is a 
victimless crime ... but few 
realize that this misguided 
belief helps feed into the 
industry based on child 
exploitation. What’s more, 
knockoff products have been 
linked repeatedly to organized 
crime, drug trafficking and 
terrorist activity.

extreme politics and dictatorial rule, are 
often orphans or sold by their parents. The 
only education they’ve received is related 
to the assembly line. A phony product, 
therefore, is essentially made up of blood, 
sweat and tears of the humble foot soldiers 
of counterfeiting and is created in an 
unsafe setting of mélange of violations of 
human rights, child labor laws and anti-
sweatshop laws. Consumers often find 
themselves in equally unsafe settings when 
they are taken into makeshift boutiques set 
up inside office buildings; it is not unusual 
for shoppers to be locked in there until 
they make a purchase.    

For all the strained effort they put into 
fueling the multi-billion dollar enterprise, 
you would think that the oppressed 
children are rewarded for their labor. But 
unlike genuine designer brands, profits 
generated from substandard replicas rarely, 
if ever, go back to the factory workers or 
salespeople. So where does all the money 
go? 

Almost 20 years ago, it was found that 
a bombing attempt on the World Trade 
Center was funded by the sale of knock-
off Kate Spade bags. Things are not so 
different today. Two years ago, it was found 
that money earned from a fake Fendi or 
a knock-off Chanel was actually going 
into the pockets of some of L.A.’s most 
dangerous gangs including the Mexican 
Mafia. In an article for ABC News, former 
county Sheriff, Kris Buckner, explained 
that the gangs use the money earned 
through criminal means to “smuggle drugs 
into the prison system…{and} kills people”. 

Though it is easy to forget, fashion 
designers stand to lose the most as they 
are at the receiving end of the counterfeit 
industry. While some people may argue 
that high-flying fashion brands make way 
too much money to even notice being 
undercut by counterfeiters, this ill-founded 
conjecture helps perpetuate the industry. 
Of course, there are those who insist the 
industry can positively impact designer 
brands as it functions as free marketing 
for the real label. Even the CEO of Prada, 
Patrizio Bertelli holds this view. He posed 
this question on Bloomberg Television: 
“Don’t you think it’s sad for a brand that 
no one wants to copy them?” Our own 
Professor Tej Bhatia offers his opinion on 
the matter: “It can be very flattering and 
in principle, there is some seduction to it. 

But the final takes toll.” Having dedicated 
a chapter to the analysis of the physical 
appearance and language of fake products 
and labels in his book on Advertising in 
India, the professor of Linguistics and 
Director of South Asian Languages knows 
quite a bit about the subject. 

But despite the Professor’s thoughts, 
the counterfeit industry continues to 
thrive. Bertrelli further argued that the 
industry undeniably “provides a source 
of labor and income” for lots of people. 
Other proponents of the business include 
Stallholder Huang Xiaoyu, who told NPR 
that she doesn’t feel guilty for selling fake 
Cartier watches because “the more demand 
there is, the more we sell. We’re not forcing 
anyone to buy these things”. Her view 
resonates with many others who feel that 
the average woman cannot generally afford 
the actual design at its original price and 
thus, the industry has no negative impact 
on the real target market. Furthermore, 
an associate professor at MIT’s Sloan 
School of Management, Renee Richardson 
Gosline, shared her research findings, 
which indicate women who have owned a 
counterfeit handbag have gone to purchase 
a real one within two and a half years. 

But for some, the notion that the 
counterfeit industry is a victimless 
crime is patently false. The Trademark 
Infringement Unit of the NYPD’s 
Organized Crime Investigation Division 
and the U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection officials have since strengthened 
to combat counterfeiters. With help from 
the intelligence units, more arrests have 
been made than ever. These successful 
crackdowns were also due in large part to 
new laws. Three years ago, President Bush 
signed the PRO-IP Act, which establishes 
increased penalties for counterfeit vendors 
as well as the sellers of fake goods. On top 
of that, the law grants up to $25 million 
annually for the next five years to state and 
local law enforcement to help develop anti-
counterfeiting programs. But when all is 
said and done, stopping the industry starts 
with us. Spread the word. Tell a friend. The 
moment you exchange value for a fake, 
you become a culprit of the counterfeiting 
cycle. You become a supporter of all these 
things you never meant to advocate. 
You are as good as the people selling the 
products if you buy from them. So, get real 
and knock off the knock-offs. 

Get real:
What You Can Do

CONTaCT the STOP! Hotline 
(1-866-999-HALT; stopfakes.gov) if you 
see someone selling counterfeits.

SpREaD ThE WORD 
about the Teacher of Ten Thousand 
Generations Foundation, which 
rescues child laborers from counterfeit 
factories in China and puts them in 
schools (confuciusfoundation.org).

vISIT Harper’s Bazaar website 
fakesareneverinfashion.com.

SuppORT Ebay’s 
collaboration with The Council 
of Fashion Designers of America 
(http://pages.ebay.com/fashion/
youcantfakefashion.html).

ShOp SmaRT and learn 
how to spot fakes at http://www.
consumerreports.org/cro/2012/06/
how-to-spot-counterfeits/index.htm.

Revealing the dangers of the 
thriving, elaborate counterfeit industry.
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Like many American holidays such as 
Christmas and Thanksgiving, Chinese 
holidays are surrounded by the most 

amazing food. The Chinese celebrate these festive 
holidays in a stylish manner by decorating the 
streets with Chinese lanterns, faux fire crackers 
and intricate handmade dragons. But who cares 
about the decorations when you’re smacked in the 
face with an aroma so delicious that you would 
have to venture out the streets of Chinatown, 
New York just to find it.

 Chinese New Year lands on February 10, 
2013 and almost every Chinese family is on 
the move to prepare for this big day. What’s 
even more fun than eating these scrumptious 
foods is listening to the stories that come with 
each item on the table. Before the Chinese start 
off the New Year, food offerings are made to 
the ancestors as prayers or wishes to bring a 
long, healthy and prosperous year. Here are the 
feature foods that can bring luck to your year.

  

Chinese Dumplings (Jiao zi): 
Don’t underestimate these little packages 

of goodness; they may just be food, but these 
round dumplings represent family reunion. 
On the night of Chinese New Year’s eve, my 
family gathers around the table preparing these 
dumplings. With a package of wonton wrappers 
and a bowl full of pork or beef, cabbage, onions, 
ginger and bamboo shoots mixture, my family 
spends the night wrapping these little delicious 
presents and chatting until the very last speck 
of ingredient is used. Nothing is more satisfying 
than tasting the final product after spending 
long hours making them.

Nian Gao:  
Nian Gao, also known as rice cake, signifies 

having a prosperous year after year, and is a 
very popular gift item during the New Years. It 
is made out of glutinous rice flour, brown sugar, 
dates, water, sesame seeds and just a splash of 
milk. Despite its simplicity and mundane color, 
this dessert is accompanied by the most bizarre 
and colorful folktales. 

There was a monster called “Nian” that lived 
in a cave up in the mountains of ancient China, 
and only came out to hunt for animals. However, 
when the animals went into hibernation for the 
winter, the monster had nothing to eat, and its 
only choice was to hunt for villagers to satisfy its 
hunger. For many years, the villagers lived under 
the fear of the monster, Nian, until a villager 
name “Gao” prepared some pastries and put them 
in front of the door. The next day, the pastries 
were gone and none of the villagers were eaten. 
This caused for a celebration! From then on, 
named after the inventor, “Nian Gao” were made 
every winter to prevent the monster from eating 
them. 

People may call the Chinese superstitious 
for believing such stories or believing that 
food can bring us prosperous years, but I think 
these beliefs bring joy into their lives. Like the 
chairman of Iron Chef America says episode 
after episode, “with an open heart and an empty 
stomach”, I hope these words echo in your ears 
while you take a chance and try these good eats. 

RECIPES
lidayh

a-line’s in-house foodie lily Chiu breaks 
two traditional Chinese recipes

Text by Lily Chiu
Art by Fenna Engelke
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Cultural cuisine plays a crucial role 
in every culture. In many Asian 
cultures, food is not only a mean 

of sustenance; it represents centuries 
old traditions ranging from ancestral to 
regional. Cuisine is a source of identity, 
recognition of one’s culture and belonging. 
With the sparse selection of Asian 
American influenced cuisines on campus, 
many students, not only international, 
seek out Asian supermarkets in the 
Syracuse regional area. Many of the Asian 
supermarkets in Syracuse are located on 
Erie Blvd because of its high volume of 
local and commercial businesses and its 
accessibility to the Syracuse University 
campus. The markets on Erie Blvd that are 
most frequented by Syracuse university 
students are East Asian Supermarket, 
a market with mainly Chinese cuisine, 
Kashmir International Market, a market 
focused on Indian cuisine, and Han 
Oriental Grocery, a market focused on 
Korean cuisine. The customers of these 
markets comprise of mostly international 
students from Syracuse University, 
with Chinese, Korean and Indian 
students making up the majority of the 
international student body at Syracuse 
University. 

A city popularized by colleges, 
college students and faculty members 
in Syracuse constitutes a major portion 
of the customer matrix. Local Asian 
supermarkets on Erie Blvd reply to this 
demand through selective marketing 
to increase consumer purchases and 
customer retention in college students. 
The East Asian Supermarket, in this case, 
offers a vast selection of snacks, including 
frozen, instant and ready-to-make foods. 
Some of the popular Chinese cuisines that 
attract college students include Chinese 
beverages, frozen dumplings, ramen 
noodles and shrimp chips. Because of 
the wide selection of college-friendly 
products, East Asian Supermarket attracts 
high volumes of Syracuse University 
international graduate students. One 
international graduate student, Shuyuan 
Ma is a frequent customer of the East 
Asian Market. She prefers this Chinese 
market because of its convenient 

location, fair pricing and availability of 
regional Chinese cuisines. Crucial to 
many groceries is the availability of fresh 
produce and protein. Ma chooses to shop 
at East Asian Market not only because 
of its college-friendly fares but also of its 
selection of fresh vegetables, seafood and 
protein. Like many international students, 
having the option of purchasing fresh 
food weighs a crucial factor in attracting 
majority of the international Asian student 
population because quality of freshness 
is emphasized heavily in Asian cuisine. 
Kashmir International Market, located 
further down Erie Blvd, implements a 
similar selective marketing strategy in 
attracting international college students 
from the local Syracuse area. Kashmir, 
with its Indian-based background, 
offers various selections of instant curry. 
Most of the instant curry products offer 
a packaging design that encourages 
simplicity and minimal food preparation, 
a key factor that many consumers like 
college students look for. In addition to 
packaged foods, Kashmir also provides 
ranges of fresh Indian-inspired vegetables 
and fruits to its consumers.  

With Syracuse’s reputation of being a 
college-focused region, the local Syracuse 
community tends to go unnoticed by 
the public eye. The Asian markets on 
Erie Blvd pay attention to this detail by 
attracting not only college students but the 
local residents as well. East Asian Market 
utilizes the population demographics of 
Syracuse to determine what products to 
market and distribute. In the Syracuse 
area, majority of the Chinese population 
originate from the Northern region in 
China, compared to the Southern region, 
thus making the demand of Northern 
regional cuisine higher. The East Asian 
Market takes this demographic trend into 
consideration by supplying more products 
from the Northern region, resulting 
in less supply of Southern regional 
products such as Cantonese cuisine. The 
Kashmir International Market and the 
Han Oriental Grocery also consider the 
Asian demographic trends in the Syracuse 
area by providing products from various 
cultures such as Nepalese, Pakistani, 

Vietnamese and Thai. The role of families 
in the local area also plays a critical 
factor in what Asian markets in Syracuse 
promote. Sanjay Bhanhshali, a long-term 
employee at Kashmir International Market 
says that not only does their market 
target the Indian population of Syracuse, 
but also local families as well. Kashmir 
International Market is designed to have a 
family friendly environment by offering a 
hot food section that includes traditional 
Indian delicacies, pastries and sweets 
for adults and children. Both the college 
community and the local community have 
significant impact on these Asian Markets 
on Erie Blvd. A common layout is present 
at all markets; they also offer college-
friendly products such as snacks and 
packaged fares being strategically placed at 
the entrance of each market. The location 
of these markets on Erie Blvd provides 
greater accessibility to the college and local 
community while the availability of fresh 
produce and protein attract families from 
around the area. 

Compared to markets from regions 
of high Asian populations such as New 
York City, many of the Asian markets 
in Syracuse are significantly smaller in 
size, less elaborate on appearances, and 
have more selections of Asian products 
that are attractive to a younger age 
demographic. Traditional Asian products 
are not emphasized in these local markets 
compared to Asian markets in regions of 
high Asian population in New York City.

The availability of these Asian Markets 
on Erie Blvd is important to the college 
and local community of Syracuse. With 
an area dominated by a strong Caucasian 
population, there are few resources 
available to the local Asian population 
in Syracuse. The presence of these Asian 
markets contributes to this by promoting 
diversity in the local community while 
giving the multicultural community at 
Syracuse University, most notably the 
Asian American and international student 
body, a cultural outlet and support to fall 
back on that its not offered as much back 
on campus.

The Asian Markets of Syracuse, NY
a trip down Erie blvd. reveals what’s available for Syracuse students interested in asian cuisine.
Text by Tracy Yeung
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good reason! Each curry comes with a sufficient and satisfying 
portion of delicious lamb that cordially invites the human senses 
with its succulent appearance, tempting you to think that you’re 
glad you made the twenty-five minute walk from campus. Now 
if you are not the type of person who lives and breathes by the 
“cheaper is better” motto, you will find very little difference in 
taste and presentation. Your most convenient decision will be to 
just go eat at Samrat, where they offer the same food. 

Aiming for that perfect customer satisfaction, Taste of India 
provides “special one-on-one” attention for its customers, or at 
least that’s what it says on their website. Although they might 
forget to take your order after they set the table with menus and 
water, you might prefer it if they take their time. While Samrat 
has more of an intimate setting, Taste of India presents a more 
spacious environment; however, with no space for conversation. 
Built in 1988, this restaurant achieves their own definition of 
customer satisfaction by playing overbearing music from the 
television placed dead-center on the very “in your face” decorated 
walls. Any persistent “one-on-one” attention in addition to the 
disproportionate decor might overshadow your company and the 
food you’re trying to eat. 

Although the texture of the food served at Taste of India may 
be slightly different from the way the cooks at Samrat prepare 
theirs, the taste and menu are not nearly distinctive enough so 
that they display the uniqueness of their differences with Samrat. 
Taste of India is a larger restaurant, prepared and more capable of 
handling a rush of people; however, the restaurant is not suited for 
the intimate conversations that Samrat, although a much smaller 
restaurant, so effectively provides for college students who want to 
get to know each other.

TASTE
INDIA

of

There is no question that cultural food should be made so 
that it corresponds with its original recipe. However, is it 
disobeying principle if you get creative with it? The family 

owned restaurant Taste of India, located on 124 Dell Street in 
Syracuse, NY, suffers from the few differences it has from its 
more conveniently located counterpart Samrat, located on 701 S. 
Crouse Avenue #2 in Syracuse, NY.

Students who present their Student ID, in the restaurant 
only, will be given a thoughtful 10% discount. So, if you’re all 
about frugality and you’re the type of person who DOES mind 
paying that two-dollar difference between Samrat and Taste of 
India, then there’s a chance that your taste buds will find more 
appreciation for the food at Taste of India. A popular dish called 
Chicken Tikka Masala is presented in a simplistic fashion that is 
suitable for just one person to eat. The boneless chicken in tomato 
and butter sauce is a delectable, medium-well dish that tastes even 
more desirable with any of the thirteen offered flavors of Naan 
bread. And for a slightly more expensive taste, the cooks of Taste 
of India take pride in their wide variety of Lamb Curries, and with 

Text and photos by Susan Choe

a-line takes a 
visit to Westcott’s 
answer to Indian 
cuisine
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good reason! Each curry comes with a sufficient and satisfying 
portion of delicious lamb that cordially invites the human senses 
with its succulent appearance, tempting you to think that you’re 
glad you made the twenty-five minute walk from campus. Now 
if you are not the type of person who lives and breathes by the 
“cheaper is better” motto, you will find very little difference in 
taste and presentation. Your most convenient decision will be to 
just go eat at Samrat, where they offer the same food. 

Aiming for that perfect customer satisfaction, Taste of India 
provides “special one-on-one” attention for its customers, or at 
least that’s what it says on their website. Although they might 
forget to take your order after they set the table with menus and 
water, you might prefer it if they take their time. While Samrat 
has more of an intimate setting, Taste of India presents a more 
spacious environment; however, with no space for conversation. 
Built in 1988, this restaurant achieves their own definition of 
customer satisfaction by playing overbearing music from the 
television placed dead-center on the very “in your face” decorated 
walls. Any persistent “one-on-one” attention in addition to the 
disproportionate decor might overshadow your company and the 
food you’re trying to eat. 

Although the texture of the food served at Taste of India may 
be slightly different from the way the cooks at Samrat prepare 
theirs, the taste and menu are not nearly distinctive enough so 
that they display the uniqueness of their differences with Samrat. 
Taste of India is a larger restaurant, prepared and more capable of 
handling a rush of people; however, the restaurant is not suited for 
the intimate conversations that Samrat, although a much smaller 
restaurant, so effectively provides for college students who want to 
get to know each other.

want to see your work 
in our spring issue?

consider joining our team!
Interested? email us for 
more info: alinesyr@gmail.com

are you a...

a-line is recruiting!
•	Writer?
•	photographer?
•	Designer?
•	Illustrator?




